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NOW USED AND PRA- 
Ciiſed in all the reformed Churches of 
GBermanie, France, and Scotland: humbly pre- 
ſented to the High and Honourable Court of 


Parliament, at this time moſt 
happily aſſembled. | - 


Plainly proved by Scripture, rectifide 
reaſon, and the Teſtimonie of the Church, ſome ' 
hundreds of yeares after the Apoſtles time, and the ge- 

nerall conſent of the Churches rightly reformed in theſe 


latter times, contraty to the Romiſh, and our 
Archiepiſcopali Government. 
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To the ſuppoſed Governours of 
the Church of ENeLano, the Archbiſhops, 
Lord Biſhops; Arch-deacons, and the a 
' reſÞ ef that order. 


Any, and moſt evident have our declarations beene 
concerning the truth of that government, which 
£ 1 Chriſt hath preſcribed in his word for the ruling of 
che Church; which we have manifeſted unto you, 
=> both by our writings and (ſpeeches, as occafion hath 
beene off:reet: never hath any one of you taken in hand to ſay 
inſt it, but it hath made his eyes to dazle, as the — 
ining; hee hath beene driven to wander kither 
and tłnther, groping for evaſions, and yet could not eſcape, but 
hath allen into infinite moſt monſtrous abſurditics , and blaſphe- 
mous affertions, (as by their writings yet extant it may appcare) ſo 
forcible is the truth, to amaze the gaine-ſayers thereof, and ſe preg - 


nant is falſhood to beget and dein forth theuſands of abſurditics, 


and every one worſe then other. And will you ſtill continue in 
your dammable, and moſt devilliſh courſe? Have you ſold your: 
ſelves unto Sathan, to fight for him untill you be damned in Hell 

ith him? Have you morgaged the ſalvation of your ſoules and 
1 — for the preſent fruition of your pomp and pleaſute? is it 
becauſe you ſee not what you ſhould dos? It may be ſo, for many 


are ſo blinde, chat they grope even at noone day; but mee thinks it 


eam hardly beſo, ùnleſſe you be they that have eyes and ſee not, for 
the cauſe hath beene (by the bleſſing of God) fo managed, that 
many men, artificers, and children doe ſee it, and know it, 
and are able by the word of God to juſtiſie it, and condemne you 
to be adverſaries unto the Goſpell in reſiſting it. But you think 
that government not ſo needfull, and your fault but {mall (if it be 
any) in continuing your courſe begun. The neceſſity of the thing 
is many wayes apparant, both in that it hath ſo plentifull warrant 
from Gods owne. word, (as the courſe of this Book doth evident» 
ly declare, ) and alſo in that the Goſpell can take no root, nor have 
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free paſlage; for want of it: and the greatneſſe of your fault 
hes ch by this, that inſo doing, you are the ys of allths ig 
norance, Atheiſme, ſchiſmes, treaſons, poperie, and ungodlineſic, 
that is to be found in this Land, which we challenge to prove to 
your faces, if wee — indifferently be heard, and whereof in the 
meane while we will give you a taſte : for the firſt it is cleare, 
you are the cauſers of that damnable ignorance, w herein the people 
are ſo generally wra ped, tor that you have from time to time 
ſtopped the ſtreames of knowledge. in the ſe places where the Lord 
in mercy beſtowed the ſame, and in ſtead of abſe and p ainfull Mi- 
niſters, have peliered the Church, either with prſumptuous proud 
perſons, that are eſteemed learned, and take no panes to bring the 
people unto the knowledge of leſus Chrilt, or ( which is the grea- 
reſt number) ſuch ignorant aſſes, and filthy ſwine, as are not wor- 


thy to live in a well ordered Common wealth : and that you are 


the c2uſ of all Atheiſme, it is plaine, for one may (as in deed many 
doe) profeſſe it, and you ſay nothing to him for it. If the moſt fil- 


thy liver will fawne upon you, and bribe your ſervants, you will 


not onely favour him, but aſſiſt him againſt any godly Miniſter 
whatſoever : but if any that feare God, refuſe to come under the 
Icaſt'of your Popiſh ceremonies, he ſhall be moleſted, till his purſe 
be empty, or elſe by your tyrannous dealing, hee have made ſhip- 
wrack of a good conſcience, And are not you the cauſe of all 
Schiſmes, that make a hotch-pot of true Religion and Popery ,.and 
ſo give ſo ne an occaſion to fall into this courſe , and others into 
that ? And it is as cleare, that you are fo farre the caule of all trea- 
ſons, as without you they had act beene: for if every Church had 
had her govemment according to Chriſts inſtitution; our young 
Geatlemen, and Students, had not beene (for want ot teaching and 


carefull overſight )mad-'a prey unto the ſeducers:ʒ and conſequent- 


Iy to thoſe practiſes, which have brought the bodies of ſo many 
unto Tyborne, and their ſoules into hell; and who but you be the 
cauſe of Popery, whileſt you uſe them ſo well, let them doc what 
the; lit, yea. and kecpe them in office and authority under you, yea 
(which more is) give them ſuch offices as none that is not Popiſh 
can execute: I ſpeake not of the ignorance which by your meanes 
. raigneth every where, which (as they confeſſe) t the mother of 
their devotion, and you ate the wretched fathers of that filthy mo- 
ther, whereby you muſt needs be grandfathers (at che lea) Hall 
kind of Popery. And who can (without bluſhing) denic you — 
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ſvever,then that which we ſhould be : and. I could live theſe twen- 
may be) vnd never he much moleſted for it ; ſo true is that which 


nothing but the main · 
ion of your owne 
ſoules, and infinite millions more : Enter thereforenow at the laſt, 
into the ſerious conſideration of theſe things: ſomember that one 
day; you muſt be preſented beforothe tribunall ſtat ot Ieſus Chriſt, 
to be atraigned for all the Soules that have gone to hell (ſeeing 0 
you will needs be the Rulers of the Church) ſince the Goſpell fn 
appcatcd inthis Land, then ſhall you not be excuſed with hi; The 
Queene and Councell will have it ſoz nor with hr; Our ſtate 
cannot beare ir, For it ſhall be ſaid unto you, hy doc you nat in- 
forme them better of my will; why taught you them not to wor- 
ſhip with trembling and feare,and to kiſſe the Son teſt he be angry; 
why did you not tell them, that all States muſt be ruled by my 
Word, and not my word by them and their pohcies. When theſe 
things ſhall be laid te. your charge, your coniciznccs thall unt wer; 
that it you had done ſo, you ſhould have loſt your dignities, which 
you loved and iought for eſpecially z then ſhall you wiſh, that the 
mountaines would ta l upon you, and the hilis cover you from th: 
preſence of the Lamb, and from the preſence of him that (itcerh up- 
on the throne. | And I am petſwa ed, that you are n league with 
Hell, and have made a covenant with Drath; yea, you doe per- 
ſwade your ſelves, that there is no GO, neither ſhall here be any” 
ſuch day of Account; or it were unpoſſi l, that you ſhiule give 
your eycs any fleepe, or take any reſt in your ds, untill you had, 
unto the Lord by repentaiice, and the Church by coafeſſion, un- 
burdened your ſouls of thets hell iſh wa es, wherein, you hay «fo 
long walked, Repent, repent, be not aſhamed to amend, though 
other. have found you wa; the way, Judge your: lg}y.gsrwhite you: 
have tim 5 le ou e made firs; rand sh 1] yoendalltim ct 
eur. challenges thicwor have ns - mitts name of the Lord, be 


hearkened unto ; Let G b. ih befors indiff. ent 
Iucges, let the boy word -. ach- ſſions to try var 
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croſſed, by duſt and aſhes.) Therefore bo not obſticatefb long, as 
until you. be found ſighters with God]; but prevent his wrach, leſt 
it break forthagainſt you likes fire that none can quench, becauſe of 
the wiekedaeſſe of your Inventions. Venture your Biſhopricks 1 
— — 2 9 — | 
lenge i the on your hae, you may hereby. 
—— dignities, and be no more troubled byus: but if 
the Truth be againſt you; what ſhall it profit you to w inthe whole 
world, and aſter ward loſe your ewne ſoules. If you refuſe ſtill 
our offet, then miſt n of this, Thur v 
know your cauſe wilt not abide the triall;or of this, That you mi take 
na paines to conf̃ute us that kgepe ſuch a ſtirre imthe Church, Doo nor 
think that becauſe you haye humane Authority on your fide, there- 
fore you ar: ſaſe; for heo, whoſe authority is on our fide, is the 
greateſt; ro whoſe voice all the Devils in Hell ſhall Roope; much 
more the ſilly arme of ſinfull fleſh. Wee hav: to advance 
this cauſe ot God, by humble ſuit to the Furliament, by ſuppliea- 
tion to your Convocation houſe, by vyriting in defence of it, and by 
challenging to diſpute fox it; ſeeing none ofthefe meanes uſed by us 
have prevailed, Ifit D makeall- 
your hearts to ake, blame your ſelves; for it muſt prevaile;maugre : 
the malice of all that ſtand againſt ĩt, or ſach 'a Iudgement muſt. 
overtake this Land, as ſnhall cauſe the vares that heare theteof to 
tingle, and make us a by · word to all that paſſe by us. The Lord: 
open your eyes, that you may ſee the s whereof you are 
the canſe, and give you true Repentance, or Confound you ina 
your purpoſes that'be againſt Him, and the regiment of his Senne 
Ieſus Chriſt, The ſape Lord, for the love hee beareth to his poore 
people, open the eyes of his Majeſtie, and the Honourable Coun- 
cellers, that they may ſee your godleſſe practiſes, and in pitie to 
Gods people, rid us from you, and turne away his Tudgements, 
which the rejecting of his holy yoke hach deſerved, not puniſhing 
them that mourne for the deſblation of Sion, with thoſe that ſpoil 
and male havock of the Lords inheritance. Amen. | 
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N finite n ( Chriſtian — . 
bY ſeries from whic h Ieſus ¶ hriſt ur Saviour hath 
freed us, and the benefits and blefſings, wherewith 
in this life he beginneth, and for ever 222 continue 
ro adorne u. The conſideration : whereof ( if our 
_ ppt” were any way 
pro , to that which wer endevonr unto to- 
wards a) foul Ink — to deviſe, and all the dayes of 
eur life to ſtudis how we might ſhew our ſelves ( at leaft in ſome (ort 2 
careful to gloriſis bis bleſſed name, above all things that we dc ſire, by 
how muck as bis love towards tus, excelleth whatſoever can eiſe (accor- 
ding to aur wiſh) befall unto us : but if we ave withequail ballance (on 
the ether fide ) looke into the conrſe of mans life, how well this dutie is 
performed, we foal ſee, —_— declare themſelves rather bent to 
148 , and to defie hen any way 10 honour him as aba. 
Coveraigue: yy nb t0 2 pe + Read prophanc life, and 
godleſſe converſation, wherewith rhe number, that profeſert 
Jeſus Cbriſt, eee fled) we ſetae many Nations, people and 
Languages are very to receive Jeſus Chrift as their Prieſt to 
- for their fo ſonnes, = that he ſhould become their King, to pre- 
(cribe lawes unto them, whereby they muy be ruled; is of all other things 
— (F ir be offered, ): the moſt grievous tydings, 
vureaſonable requeſt: wherein, albeit many Nations that have 
that whore of Rome, are heynouſiy finfill againſt his glo- 
ria Majeſtic, yet is there none in the whole world A fon ont of 
Square as England, in reteyning that po Erb Pike el Se coyned in 
be midſt of the miftery of iniquit ful ef the ¶ anon law, 
noma ee, . 2 aud increa- 
Ang of the kingdome of Amiehriſi mentis as grear indignity is offered 
unto Ieſus Chriſt, in committing his Church unto the government of the 
ſame, as can be, by meane wnaerlings unto 4 e in committing his 
c 


beloved Spouſe unto the direction * the miſtreſſe of the Stewes, and 
enforcing 
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us as malefaftonrs, and they perſwade men that we deſire a thing, not 
warrantea bythe Word, not heard of in the ('burch ef God, untill 
wit hin this few yeares, nor tollerable in any Chriſtian ¶ ommon-meal: 
whatſoever : The which monſt rous ſlanders, albeit they have brene ma- 
ny wayes, and by many men of moſt worthy gifts detected, and-made 
knowne in theſe ſeuerall bookes that have beene publiſhed concerning 
the ſame: j et have I thought it neceſſary ( in another courſe) ta write 
alſo of it. The courſe of my enterpriſe, is firſt in reſpeth of the favon« 


vers of the deſired reformatian ; Secondly of the adverſaries. of the 


ſame ; the favonrers of it are alſo of tma forts; minifters of the Word, 
and private perſons, and both F hope, may haus profit. by it. Concerning 
the former, when theſe wofull tronbles\Wat were renewed upon ns (by 


that wretched ſubſcription, that was every where nrged ) did begin to 
Increaſe, | thought it meete to betake my ſelſe unto that which I had 


read, or might any way b find out, concerning the cauſe, and col- 
lected A. nA d referred 4 ·„ 9 unto ſome head, 
which being ever preſent with me, might furniſh me to anſwer. in the 
defence of the truth, though it were of a ſudden, by which (tbrangh-the 
bu. ung of God) 1 foundſuch profit in my ſeverall troubles, that I 
thought it a courſe not altogether unproſitabie for others alſo, aud 
upon that occaſion betooke my ſelfe unto a more ſericus medita· 
tion about the matter, and communicating the thing with divers very 
worthy men, ] foundencouragement and heartening on, generally by 
all whem I made acquainted therewith : ſo that I truſt (the judge= 
ments, yea and wiſhes alſo of others, ſo jumpiug with mine) many Mi. 
niſters that love the cauſe, and have not thraughiy ſtuaied it as were 

meete 
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weete they may reape ſome profit thereby, Now concerning 
Cee he pa — at affaires in hand, — 
have no leaſure to reade the ſeveral babes of this' argument: ſome 
when they reade, are not of ſufficient capacitie to conceive: the fore" of 
4 reaſam or to make uſe of it, to enforme. themſelves in the 


 knawleage of the cauſe thereby: ſome ( which is the genrrall fauli of 


eur religious Gentlemen ) will tabę no paines toreade, (ome are poore 
and not able to buy the bookes which might let them ſee the canſy, all 
theſe (1 hope) may find helpe in ſome meaſure hereby. Now concer- 
ning the Adverſaries unto the cauſe, they are f tmo ſorts alſo, they 
that know it, and then that are ignorant of it : the former, if ibey 


Write any thing againſt it, are contented to deale in ſo roving 4 conrſe 
at may rather ariſe unto great volumes, then ſoundly to ſay any thing 
wean the cauſe : Wherein D. Whithift, but eſpecially D. Bridges, 
ave given us an evident example : and theſe with others of their 
Judgement ( thong h none in theſe latter dayes, haue written more un- 
learnegly then they, of N of divinity mhatſoever ) are con- 
rented to make the world believe ( if men will be ſo wilfully ſeduced ) 
that aur arguments be no arguments, that they be grounded wpon falſe 
foundations, and that we are not able to. conclude our cauſe in any 
forme of reaſoning. The courſe that ts here taken (I truſt) ſhall ſoew 
that they are liars. The other ſort of Adverſarics he they that be meer- 
ly ignor ant of any thing, eit her for it or againſt ing and perſwading 
themſelves that the [way and jhew of | the world: muſt needs carry the 
truth withit, doe ( like blind bayards ) boldly venture to ſay anything 
againſt it, and thinke they doe well. Now of all cheſe ſorts. of people, I 
have to requeſt ſomething , I hope 1 ſhall ob taine my requeſt ( at the 
4ſt) at A > hand; of ſome t hem. The firſt ſort of favonrers (which 
be the Miniſters) I intreat, that as they tender the glory of God, and 
bononr of the cauſe which they ſtand in; ſo they — diligently imp 
themſelucs in thu, that they may be found able to defend the ſame 
ſound and evident grounds out of the Word, and ſo much the rather, 
for that the Adverſaries doe greatly triumph, when they meet mtb 


dene ibat profeſſeth the cauſe, and is nat able te defend it, and confute 


the gainſayers fit. The ſecond ſort of favonrers,be the private per- 
[rhe Ber the cauſe, whom ) beſeechto he careful (4 al other 
points of religion) of this, that they grow in the knowledge of the Word 
'of God, whereby they may be able, upon their owne knowledge to defend 
the truth, andnot give 2 enemy any occ aſion to thinks or ſay, that they 
be of that mind, bec auſe ſuch and ſuch a they doe * 
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ther tight N K w A way /afely bee” 
rejected (us inirru the cn of this canſ? ave confidently 4 5 
but abont mo leſſe matter — whether Jeſus Cy fall be Ki 
or no; if wone is ſab to bre R eb e the Step 
ter of his lawes, rien the rum out of f rheft abr which bath 
proſcribed i be word, 2 1 Church, it e Hive flew 
the yet, and alony him the ant „ the 1 
(nh) 10 make bin in Idol. e a Jhew of t 20 
which he ir nos, eee, ee ) to put 4 Reede in his 
hand, in fead of bit pron rod; 1 e in ſtead 
of the — * inde ; which lr ths tavſe that Jo many e. 
#heiſts ſpit in bn. Fave, many godlef Beens, thee make but a jeſt 
of bm . 2 5 in bis g lorious Na- 
jeſtie, it —— ſuid unte all theſe ſorti of A. Jarks Thos ne 
enemies which would not that I ſhould raigne over them, bring 
hither, andfica them before me, Lake 19.27. The which fearefu | 
ſemrence, hat wee wen avrid, let every one f us (A may fland with 
nr feverall Callings) carefully end- your, to advance this kl 
here, which (among ot her aur 422 cM 7 the Lord) Rall be 
finn une, that ve Jean baus part in that glory, which fall 


_— Num concerning the order of this Booke ; 1% 
2 — Water miert 


untot the. 
— J vert Tf 1 nh 


UMI - 


' To the Nati 


e God, which molt be the things wherewith thou 
ab he ot oh 3 
— . 
we A = 
— 9 r. 2 the 2 | 


hem both in Mons ll and eniforms wif 4 may plainely dec 
= learned men of all times, _bave given teſti 


lery. 
, 7 — — and 8 meancs that > 


— 


FINIS. 


Ian 4080 


8 5s 6 Re 28 8 N * q * 1 
3 < & : by 2 Ly 0 4 4 0 - 4 * 
: y _ 5 of * * 2 * OP IE 2 4 ES. 2 © * "I A 
>< 9 
- * * ; 
F — 
. a „ 
. 
— 1 , 
X = #t $4 +44 4 : 9 
1 £ ; ” $ 2 
— * 
— "EF 6 
# 4 . * . _ z 
* * 
. 4 « 4% % ; py 
1 * — * + 24180 4 * * 5 % 2 
, ® a 
4 1 + 
a a 4 S «Ss 5 * — 
* 2 I 14 L (8% Y” V4 3 K 'F 
. * 
. * 1 ; © + _— * ” 7 
1 * 1 * 1 * 2 * 
— 4 2 * w \ mM * 0 v 4 k 43, K %. F 4 37 Ls N % * LAS 
[7 "_ 
%.. 5 „ 0 * , a * x 
N 5 8 - \ 3 £ : , $ : 1148 c 
Ti » bs 324 5 earn **. \ 
* * 8 } » 
K 5 » 1 * * * . . n 
* * . *% » & . 4 * £ 4 
0 
. — 4 0 
* * * * 
4 
-_ - — 
2 * , 
: 1 
1 113 4 1 * ** N by 
. * 4 * $ 
. : * 
- * 
. 9 3 ö S Y va £4562 
111 4 1 * 
. 
— 
* 
. 
4 % 
* 
. * * 
| 
- * 
N 
- 
wF , 
: / 
* 
* 
7 
. 2 4 % . 1 1 . 2 - _ 


UMI - 19 


3 ar xe  TROOSS, ; A {2-6 
7 we 
— 3 A, 74 


e V 0rd 21 7 Wl 


The true brenn to ie Church Act ing 
+ e6Ohriſts firſt] ihr th be 4 
' feat} rai Or- D 3003 


» * * 4 
1 Fi gene Bree a de 16201413008) 
, — 
? þ 14 28 097 0 BETTS 7 {-þ Fei 


| TY the . God deſcribeth poſes ur bt 
1 1 Churrh w . — 
#r thitt are p exrenre the ſame ; from the 
| an (ich ought ro werve. eee 
2 26 Difteirſe Ferme yage 

29 9 3 79 1 (v3: 
T7. e 4140 


222 doen any. exact forme of Diſti- 
line, neither. are the Offices or Officers, 
t to the dif. 


larly expreſſed in the — Cnc ſome points 
EINE in vnd. 
1 — i Fage 


| 61 
| neon * 
— = 
.. I: Theſerhing 


3 
thus. That end whith Pu | 
the holy Ghoſt dirt nitier —— 

1. Tam G. 14 But hee wrote to dire him in the e 
building of the Church! ee eee. 


ſor ever: and conſe eee e 

it; er e iy oy Gree —— 
0 2. Every houſo do 

wiſc,and careful — 


onely : 1 Buevke 
2 and God is ſuch a Honſholder : Therfore the Church 
babe e A 


onght 9 H 


e e x * f, which mene where ud be 
5 29 M30 v7 #1443; by 10472 


Hun! 130 Die ban extioly * 


MI - 1989 


buns | 1 e rode => 
+ merge db. —.— — n 
x Cor. 10.31. that we doe, we b ow . 1 herefore in 

that we doc, there eto the Word; and conſe- 
quently in governing his 

. Tf meat und Amel unto us; but by the Word 
and Prayer, thenmuch leſſe immny;thingholy which is done in the 
Government of the Church beſidet the Ward : But the former is 


þ 4 Tim. 45. m_— = teſtimonie of the Apofile, 1 4. 3 Therefore the late 
Rom.14 23 . AN 10 things are - of Fai, Fee All whul! 
havca warrant fromtha Ward 22 


co apy ook 
Word ic — Faith: Ahe 
Janes tote ne mn the Ch h 


7. Either hat pe Pane ett a — ho orme olCorermmenr for th 
Church, under c New eee for it now, 
then he was under che Law z for his ce is in Guiding it : Bothe 
is as catefull now. ſor his Chorehar de en Mn 1 
he leſtu profetipt formeto Soverneĩt. 7 

S. Hie that wn, — — 
both for the — of — 


+ Bomb 0 v un 3210 


d 21 - 8 


x Cor. 1938 — 2 — 
1 of every pꝛiticulat Chinch vr gener — 
es Afﬀcrtieb-2rds. 15 21011277; mblodigo? - dew of bow Don. bo} 5G, 
paze Lt. 0. Thar Governmentwhichthe-Ax md-pianced.ia 
expreſſed it the Word of God : But the Apoſtles taught und 


ted; Paſtours and Teachers ſor laſtruction; Elders for Ovcr- — 


ig our 


UMI - 18 


—— Alias and that ur e, * Chugch, as _ 
appeareth by theie writings and Gan Therefore a c 1 
forme of Government is expreſſed in Wand. | . r | 


11. Eyety hvſulle and-achon in the hu 


—— | 1 
— — — — 
— — —— eee nee. 
n Fehn 

14. Every wide King ths in gurl Go his y 

Jones Las sek ee peng e e Js 
tyxd-tono other > But Chriſt is ſach a unto his | 
Therefore hath he preſoribed aw unto 5 


thercin can alter or diſabey z asd r 8 ö 
be Mink we S 
reach nothing bus i 


— — aims To f 
70. 1 2 28.20, 4 

obſerve, and be obediant Sele 12 March. 28.2. 

cache renden n arent nnn | 


Government: Theret 
Word. 1 VO, $$: 
17.5 Every Sor cenonenti-coplid 
nth Ward e | 


16 — e A, Sri, 22 in ſer· 


1 de baptiſ⸗ 
and hicher doch returne, w 1 mo Cbrifti, 
doth containe, * 

7. We may not give ourſelves the liberty to bring in any thing c de 
that other men bring of their will;; we have the Apoſtles for 7 — 2 


. aeg themſelves brought nothing of their own will, but be. 
5 Di which they received of Chriſt, they deliyercd faiths, 
fully woke people. 1 8. It 


JMI 1989 


* C r 
R * A perk x eee : = R N N 3 
ö 4 < 1 ” . * een EP" 2 * * 
4 Cw 5 * 1 . W 8 72 * 9 * % 
ed 5 wy — wv aum L : A 


18 0 i. Adulterots, ie ls — whatſoever is or- 
210.3. © Hine by Hamane fury, thatthe Divine diſpaſition ſhould bee 


violated, 
The Cenclu - ""Thereforcif7imothie {yas written untoj that he might be dire- 
Bo * -Ardbythe Word, in di ths Clurehes; if the Lawes of 
 Godonely being the Houſholder, maſt be followed inthe Church, 


his Houſe; if the Word of God teach us in every good way, where 
of the Goverment of the Church ĩs one; if God — — —5 
in thè ruling of hisChinrch, ———— 

his Word; if nothing Þ {57 omar owed 
ranted by the Word 3 — . —— 
his Church under the Goſpell, as under the Law; it Chrift was as 
faithful! to give direction as oſer,, it in the Word be deſcribed 
ſufficient Miniſters and Miniſteries, — — if that 
— od which the A tauaht and be in the 


nued the — Ceed 

Goſpel, that was under the Law] if every wiſe carefull King, doe 

— downe Lawes for the ditection of his Subjects; —— 
etaught'u: at which Ctiit — e 

Goverfiotitg'! d it, de © 


line, ves may bring nothing 
he Be eiche 3 bd Apoliles have de- 
livered us] laltly, if that be Sacrilgious; that is 
not according to the Word: then it mult needs — that Cod 
doch deſeribe unto us out ot his Word, chat forme o o- 
vernment which is Low full, ————— — 
the fee from the whichir is not Jawfulbfor any Chriſtiaa Chur eh 
to ſwarve. And contrariwiſe, that is a moſt untrue aſſertiom to fay; : 
That the Officers and offcesar no hr har ebay: cies 
tothe diferetionef'theC durch. The reaſons that they ge 
e (2, n eee nene a ions to 
e obe mo ntioncd. r 20192122 1 ob 359 Abra 


aud tn Cus'y 
AH . 9 I! } 15 4 5 95 
1.21 2 a 


LIMI . 108 


I" 10 Fe | 


be” 385 ö ö 18 ng PR 
en TY." "Cri "BE 


"ey © 


Arbe ſecond 
propoſitian. 


— tail, abe Lord gion 7% 
ifanyibe privi ledged;the extraordinary Miniſters (whergot . Ihn x, 23, * 3 
cnc} re ſpecially cxnepro ted: But hee.proed: his Miniſte — Aro 2 


| Tr 


4 þ 4 22 184 NES 0 1 _ 


a y aw © © Yy I9 0& Uo WW &T T © YU VyY cw ww e WO 


93 
* 


89 F439 


-— T4 
oy 


Ml] - 1989 


re yneo a may inthe time of his 


arr. a Fett 0 ds 0 
mfo — . nenen we 
Ning hath a Warrant out of Gods word. 


at | FORTIS 
0 Nine th: Word ee is 9 race 


NEE — — 
. Ae 


: n = kind ies > nears 3 
— The. -Bihops + and tc ply 
pioy 


— 


UMI - 18 


2 


. 


IMI - 1989 


| — — that they acedivertand viſtinet Mini- 


r, » 4. wifey rn — 
13.2% 

the 8 — —— 

* if che eee ber en En 

— "ok ofone diviſion, which (inmacre)eomnorbe 


dey prod dens — | 


ſters one from another. 
3 . the Hei be — Thea prope- 


I ftion and rea- 


Ei- ml f 1 regie he ; ſons for the 


ooſe of it. , 
2 010 N 


1 . which i prop Fto of Archb. may 4 
. 4 


— Ä— But the name of —— = any no 
Saviour Tcſus Chriſt , as appeaccth/in the place 
— the name of r 71 7 * 20 
og aſsof 

wb chen 


e At. Acts 3. 15.5. 31 3 
; Heb. 12.2. * 


4 ” unto forme r of 
gcther with their anſwers ES | wet and an- 
x re, ' Clemens qr ones ſwers there- 


- unto- 


2 rbigiſt page 
a 318, | 


yaa nn | 

2 06; Bien. Eiger, Gith, chat Tie Was 2 
e eee Lee e l 25c 2 bur 
chat proverh not be held him one indeed, no more then cut 
„ 
provet 


£ 4 

— 
: : 
4 3 


bee allah him ency ai 
Nw —— 


where, making no mention of e Art l 
4 Objeftion, 83 Canon 6. meuionetha a. 
tr opolitan Bas | 


Anſwer.” i proverhnothing, or it ws opcly 28 machasto 
 aysthe Bag ot the chicfe Ci ; | 
That che office endiygbereons be prove the Oh of the ar li uu. 
of Archb: i e. 

1 alas. 1 Every Miniſtery that is hwfull, muſt be of God: The office 

3 of the eFrebb. is not of God, for that hee is nat deſeribed in the 
Word, and themlelves confeſſe that her is ef humane _ 

h Therefore the Office of the 7 — — ) 505 en 4 


well. | 1 f EL 2 
e 


47 ih * 1 F 
| lata, n none andy hdl) gives 
Bus none — fly befiow the e of an ny 


 - nonecangivcanynew giftsto 
' Office isunlaytull. AL 3 lr 
This rcaſon being uſed ofall found Divine again the Popeis of 


41. the ſame valucagaink the efrcbb, 
' 4 6. If the Office of an Arbe be lawhull, then it heitber ig. 
ſpcR of his excel lencie above other men, or the place w cot] 

pans waa But neither of theſe have ever becneg 


© i 


MI - 1989 


. 


2 f 1 Se” 


£ the agreement of Biſbope, that 


8 — — 15 faith ; that the plentifull body 
— — are asit were) the glew of matua ij co. 
7 — 1 2 be Herr Hereke, en 


* © v 
AY 1 ans a g 4 10 oe 
"EE : * { 
"4 : *- - 


1 b. 


keecanbe : Thereforethr 


: © 


that God hath beſtowed his Minitery be appropriz- 
> thoſe Church Officers, he is none; if none may 
ety tetoly fect — 2 


dent unto any one tran for his excellencie, nor his place forprehe- 

minenee, then muſt ir needs follow, that his Office is unlaw ful. 
Calvis in his Init. book 4.cap' E. ſect . alleadgeth divers rea- 
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—— can he feed them from'whomheigablene? 

2. Where God doth place am man chere his continball travaile 
is needfull, for God is moſt — diſpoſnig every thing: But God 
placethevery right Miniſter over that people, which is his charge: 
Therefore his continuall rravaſle is needfall there, and cen 


ly he may not diſcontinue- 
bb n Shepheerds ) 
Congregations a flock 


3. Flockes that are in danger 
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e S en ir te be watched night and day by the Mini- 
every — Ton N > | 


— 


not be non- 


4 If lis duty to them requireth ſo much travaile, as may con- 


timully ſet him on work, then may he not be non · reſident: But it 
is evident (that it doth ſo) to all them that either know by the 
word of God, what ſtudy, prayer, doctrine, exhortation, &c be re- 


uired of him, or maketh any conſcience of giving account for the 
ouls committed to their charge : Therefore may not they he non- 


reſident. | 


for by continual] reſidence among them, hee may know 
them and not elſe : But the former is true, is the ſmall knowledge 


that the people getby general] teaching, doth evidently declare: 


Therefore it is not lawfull for him to be now-refident 


tyed to their 

charges, as the Prieſts under the law, ther may — be non re- 

ſident: For they 3 emple, to anſwer the 

doubts, 1 Sam. 1. 9 But it iscleare that they are, becauſe men are 

now as hardly trayned unto god lines, and the enemie is as wrath- 
full as he was then: Therefore they may not be non · reſident. 

7 If the Miniſter muſt be an example to his people; then muſt 


he be daily preſent with them, that they may behold him: But che 


former is true, 1 Tim. 4.1 2. Therefore is the latter true alſo. 
$ He whom che ſhcep are to follow in and out, and muſt know 
by the voyce, onght to be continually among them: A good Mini- 


fler of the word is ſuch a one, fob» 10. 4. Therefore he mult be re- 


ſident among them. Ne fd 
9 None ean be alwayes ready to feed his flock , that is abſent 

from it: Every Miniſter maſt be alwayes ready to feed his flock, 
becauſe it dependeth upon him. 1 Per. 5.2. Therefore every Mini- 
ſter is to be reſident with his flock, | | 

10 He that muſt rake heed to his flock, watch over it, and feed - 
it, muſt be reſident continually with it: Every Miniſter muſt doe 
ſo. Act. 20.28. Therefore, &. | 


. *- If Satanbe the cauſc of non- reſidence, then is it utterly un- 


lawtull : But Satan is the cauſe of it, 1 7heſ. 2.17.18. Therefore it 


iso utterly uilawfull. 


12 That Which abridgeth che love of God to his people ? and | 
ET On 1 comfort 
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ty of his people, unleſſe he have particular knowledge of their dif- 
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comſort to the Miniſter, that ſame is unlawfull : Bur not to be re- 

fident doth both: Therefore it isunlawfull, 

13 That which hindreth the r familiarity that ſhould be 
bet wixt the Miniſter and his people, that ſame is unlawfull: But 
non· reſidence doth ſo, for it maketh them ſtrange one to another, 
— ſmall love in him towards them: Therefore it is un- 

W . y e | ? 

14 To be abſent from them that have intereſt in us, and conti- 
nuall need of us, is unlawfall, which wee can ſee to be true in our 
ſervants,&c: But the congregation, hath an intereſt in the Mini- 

ſter, and continuall need of him: Therefore it is unla w ſull for him 
to be abſent from them. 5 ve 

15 If the Prieſts might not dwell farre from the Temple, then 
may not Miniſters be non-reſident :. But the former is true, as ap- 
peateth by this; that they had houſes builded cloſe to the — 4 
I ( hron. 28.13. Therefore the latter is true allo, ſeeing the refidence 

1 of the one is as needtull as the other, as appearcth in the (ixt reaſon. 

Þ Concil. Nice 16 Let no Clerk be placed in two charges, for it is filthy mer- 

| Canons. chandiſe, and no man can ſerve two Maſters, and every one muſt 

3 tarry in that place whercunto he is called. | 


17 Damaſus comparcth them that ſet over their charges to 


| concil. tom. 2. | 

+ others, to harlots that put out their children, that they may give 
- themſelves to Juſt the Ooncr. Sod Siren qatth=;2 925 
* Theodoret ib. 1. 18 It was ordaiaed that none, either Biſhop or Elder, ſhould: 


Cap. 19. goe from Citic to Citie. ey e 
re conclr Therefore, if a Miniſſer have the charge of a flock committed 
an. unto him, to the end to feed it; if God place men, to the end to have 
them there implayed ; if flocks in danger have need of continuall 
watch; if the Miniſters duty to his flock requireth all that travaile 

that hec can performe; if hee cannot be fruitfully profitable unto 
them, without continuall reſidence; if his relidence be as ſtrictly 
requiredas theirs under the Law ; it hee cannot be a patterne unto 
them without he be reſident ; if they cannot follow him nor know 
him ĩf he be abſent; if he cannot be alwayes ready to feed his lock, 
unleſſe ho be there; if he cannot take them, feed them, and 
watch over them, without his preſence if Satan be the Author of 
non-reſidencic ; if his abſence ridge Gods love to them and cam- 
fort from himſolfe; if abſence he an hinderance to the loving fami- 
harity that ſhould be betwixt him and them; if they have intereſt 
in him, and contigual need of him; if hee may no more be abſent, 


Heer... 


Inflituted by (rift, | f 11 | 

then the prioſts dwoll from the Temple; if the Councel of Nice did 5 
upon geod greunds forbid it; if abſence be like to the practiſe of 

an harlot; if it be not lawfull to goe from place to place; then is 

non · reſidence unla wfull, and the practiſe thereof contrary to the 

word of God. 0 ps, 

The belly (for which non-reſidencie is defended and practiſed) 
hath no cares, therefore it is that they heare not theſe evident 
ſounds ; yet have they very little to ſay for it, ſo groſle is the error 
thereof; ſo much as hath any ſhew of reaſon, is here ſet down 
anſwered. ; 8117 
” x Objection. Two Pariſhes may be united, why then may not 
one have charge of them both before, when they be two, 

oe 2 Anſwer. Becauſe one ſhepheard may keepe one flock though it 
be great, bur he eannot keepe two, being very little, and going in 
divers paſtures; againe, one man may have ſo many — | 
can lead in and out every Sabbath, to the exerciſes of Religion, 
which is very plaine that hee cannot doe, to more then one con- 
gregation. 82 f 
2 Ob jection. Pariſhes were divided by men, as eſpecially by 
Denu the Monk, Pope of Rome. 25 
Anſwer. That is untrue, for the Apoſtles divided the Church 
into gations, and placed Elders over every one of them, as 
the whole courſe ot the Acts and Epiſtles of the Apoſtlesproveth : 
and Whizgift confeſſeth page 25 o. Therefore theſe miſts, notwith- 
ſtanding non reſidencie, mult needs be unlawfull : and certainly 
thoſe that have any ſparkle of conſcience, feate of God, or love ta 
_ flocks, will never defend it, much leſſe enter into the practiſe 
of it. 72 
CAP. IIII. | 


T belongeth to the Church, to make choiſe of thoſe Officers Our aſſertions 
which Chriſt would have placed in the ſame: T. C. 2 booke, 1 £ 
part, page 193. Eccleſiaſt, Diſcip.)fol.40. and Mitgift conkefieth it, 
paße 164. 3 
They deny this, as their denying of all the arguments that bee 
brought for it doth prove, Whitgift page 154. 166,8c. and their 
practiſe of allowing patrons, and alſobeing ſuch themſclvesdoth 
evidently declare. | 8 FEI OTE 


Ifthe former he proved true, then the latter muſt return to An- | 


Py . 


tichrifi, which is thus declared. 
8 | „ ... 
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x That which was the continuall and conſtant pract iſe of the 
A Church in the time of the Apoſtles, that fame is to be followed for 
 Ads1i20) ever, which appearethby this, that the ordinances given from God 
B 4 by Paul, 1 Tim.6,14.arcenjoyncd tobekeptuntill Chriſt come to 
judgement : But ic was tho conſtant, and the continuall practiſe of 
the Churches, then to have a ſtroke in the choiſe of their owne ec- 
eleſiaſticall Officers, Act. 1.2 6. where the Apoſtles preſented two, 
to the peoples liking : whereof God was to be prayed unto, to make 
one an Apoſtle, Acl. 6. 3. where the Church is willed to chooſe 

N their Deacons; and Act. 14. 25. where they gave their conſent in 
. the chooſing of their Elders, by the ſtretching forth of their hands: 
3 Therefore it belongeth to the Church to chooſe their own Church 


Officers. | : | 
3 2 If the people had an intereſt in the liking of their teaching 
Neb... Levites, (Which were of thTtribe of Aaron) then much more mult 
I the people now, for there was greater likelihood, that they were 
F ſent of God, then any ofthe common ſort of men: But the former 
is true, as appeareth by the manner of the ſetting of them aſide unto 
that office inthe law : Therefore muſt the latter needs be true alſo, 
3 That which pertaineth unto all, ought to be approved cfall 
the congregation: But every Miniſtery in the Church, pertaincth 
ta all che congregation : Therefore, authority to approve of them, 
pertaineth to all the congregation. . 
 < That election which is moſt eſfectuall to bring the people to 
obedience, is of all other the beſt, and to abridge it, isunlawfull : . 
But election by common conſent , is moſt effectuall to bring ehe 
| — ice; when they fhall fee him teach or rule, whom 
they themſelves have choſen : Therefore election by the Church is 
the * oa yas ow — Ve 
That election which procurcth greateſt reverence o 2: 
to their teachers and rulers ĩs meeteſi, — * 
for the people to conſent in the election of their Governours, 
procureth greateſt revercnce,in their hearts towards them: There» 
selection by the people is the beſt, and all others be unlawful... 
. 6 The Mine rhe e he ep 
Oprian boote 1. 6 The Miniſter ff be choſen (the people being preſent ) in 
Epiſt.3.. _ S — — — 
mony approved warthy and fit,&&c, Therefore this is the lawfull 
vocationby the word of God, wherethoſe which are choſen, be 
appointed by the conſent and approbation of the people. For _ 
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alfo;hebringeth divers authorities out of the Scriptures; 
7- That is truly and certainly a Divine election of a Bifhop, .1mire roi: 
| 82 | 


Which is made by the whole Church. | : F 
8. Bet the people have authority to chooſe their Clerkes and lerome 24 Ref. 7 
Miniſters, ' forum. R 


g. They runne {ſpeaking ofthe life of the Clerkes ) to Biſhops 4% 27epo:ix- ; 
ſuffra zans certaine times of the yeare, and bringing ſome ſumme * way, © 888 
money, they are anoynted and ordained, being choſen of none, and © 

after ward the Biſhop without any lawfull election, is choſen in 95s right © 
huggermuger of the Canons, or Frebendaries onely, withour the fahle h 
knowledge of the people. 5 þ 

10. In the Orationof the death of his Father, approveth the Nin. 
— by the people, at-large, and confuteth them that would 

er ie. : 7 | 

I 1. When he appointed Eradius to ſucceed him, faith, it was 4»zuſtine, 
the approved right and cuſtome; that the whole Church ſhould . 
either . ner 3 unto _ Biſhop. get : 
12. Anthimms chooſing a Biſhop without the conſent; 3% aa... 1 
filled all Armenia with ſedition. F 1 | . Ey zs. 3 

13. Why did Petey communicatethe election with the Diſei · ¶ ryſiſt in ar 

les 7 leſt the matter ſhould have turned toa braule, and have fal- 1. f 
en to a contention, 


| Teftimonies re Connells. 5 
14. It is meete that you ſhould have power, both to chooſe, and cencil Vice. 


to give their names that ure worthy to be among the Clergic, and e Tbeoderet. 
to doe all things abſolutely according to the la wes and decrees of | 
the Church, and it it happen any to dye in the Church, then thoſe _— 
which were laſt taken, are to bo promoted, to the honour of him 2 
that is dead, if they be worthy, and if the people chooſe them. 
15. Let the ous chooſe, and the Biſhop approve, and ſcale The ſame 
up the election with them. 4:77 | . Cou teſf bift. 
6. In en Epiſtle to Damaſus, Ambroſe,8c. ſaith, wee have or- rf. lib . 
dained N. eri. Biſhop of Conſtantinople te. the whole Citie de- £775. Conf. 
_y the ſame ; and Flavienws wia appointed Biſhop of Antioch, bs. as _ 
the whole Citic appointing him. > . Y 
17. When he hath beene examined in all theſe and found fully Cecil crbhg. 
inſtructed, then let him be ordained Biſhop, by the common con» 1. F 
{cnt of the Clorkes and lay people, | 555 4 
18. Let not him be counted a Prieſt in the Church, whom the Corel Ton. 
Clergic, and people of that Ci 383 he is, doc not Choole- 5 ON *. 
ä D 3 19. II 


— 


— 
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* Te true Government of the Church 
concil. Gabil, 19. If 2 after the death of his Predeceſſor. be choſen of 
Cauon. 1o. any but of the Biſhops of thi ſame Province, and of the Clergic 
| and Citizens, let another be choſen : and if it be otherwiſe, let the 
ordinationbe void and of none effect. | 
" Teſtimonies out of the Emperours Lawes. | 
 Juffivimincod, 20. Following the doctrine of the holy Apoſtles, &. wee or- 
diluains, that as oſt as it ſhall fall out, that the Miniſters place ſhall 
be void in any Citie, that yoyces be given of the Inhabiters of that 
Citie, that he (of three which for their right faith, holineſſe of 
life, and ether things, are moſt approved) bee choſen to the Bi- 
ſnopricke which is moſt meete ot them. | 
* Carolus Mag- 21. Being not ignorant of the holy Canons: that the holy 
we diſt.63./4- Church ſhould aſc her honour the more freely, we aſſent unto the 
i an cauo- Eccleſiaſticall order, that the Biſhops be choſen, by the election of 
TY” the Clergie and people 3 5 
Lodovicw ca- 23. He decreed, that he ſhould be Biſhop of Rome, whom all 
rob filius. the people of Rome ſhotild conſent to chooſe. 
Platins in vita 23. Lodoviri the ſecond, commanded by his Letters, the Ro- 
# . Andianiſtcun- mans to chooſe their owne Biſhop, not looking for other mens 
. . voyces, which ae i er, eg well tell what was 
done in ihe Common- wealth, where they were ſtrangers, and that 
it appertained to the Citizens. 3 
Idem in vita 24. Let the people (faith Otho the Emperour) chooſe and Iwill 
Leonis octavi. approve it. bays | 


T he teſtimonies of the new Writers, 
25. The new Writers, as Muſculut, in his common places, in 
the title of Magiſtrates: Bullinger upon 1 Tim. 4. Calvin. fnſtitut. 
Booke 4.chap.3. ſect. 5. Harmon. confeſ. Helvet. cap. 1 8. and many 
others are on bur ſide in this behalfe. 5 | 
26. If there be none that write againſt it, but the Papifs, and no 
arguments uſed again it, bue thoſe which b= borrowed out of the 
Popiſh writers, then doth it belong to the Church to chooſe” their 
one Church officers :bur the former is true, as ail that doe reade 
them that write of this argument doe know, and as is. manifeſt, by 
comparing Pig hius, Haſius, & c. with Whitgift : Therefore the latter 
is true alſo. | : . 
The Conclu- Therefore ſeeing the intereſt of the Church in chooſing of their 
fica Tc. 2. Church officers, is grounded upon the word of God, both in cofn- 
booke 1. part. muantlement, and continuill practize, both in the Old and New Te- 
nn ſtament; (ring it is warranted by the light of common 1 — 
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 iioh.istoreforme them tbeſides this,if Gods order had her place; 
the Schooles of the prophets would ſend them none, (for the Mini- 
ſters eſpecially ) to makechoyſe of, but meet men, that whomſo- 
ever they tooke, he ſhould be found ſufficient. 
6. Object. Paul commandeth, 1 Tun 5. 525 to lay his hands on 
no man raſhly: therefore one did it. | 
Ani. He teacheth what to doe for his part, and thongh others 
worlds tid; yet he ſhould not joyne with them in it, as appea- 
reth in the — end of that ſame verſe, for that is aſcribed unto 
him, hr alſo 3 unto e he was the director: 
Fun Ataſculus expound 8 
. ola. The Councell of — decreed that the people 
ſhould not cle. 

Aufi. That is, as (alvintaketh it upon Abr, 16 they might 1 not 
elect ares , without ee of = ie 75 77 _ 
ſter, which ſhould be t manner in elections, that (accor 
—— word x) we deſire. x 


Cans, V. 


Na is tobe admitted unto any publike office i in the Church, 
untill he be thorow ly examined by the Elder ſhip, both con- 

his ſtate of Chriſtianity, and ability to that place vvhereto 
el called, T. C. bot, page 38. 1 fel 46. They 
thinke one may doe it, as 8 y.the Booke of ordering, &c. 
3hizgifr, page 134. & e ame wh it over, thofow 
the Archdeacons hands 
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iniþortatice i in the fox ernment of the 
1— 1 nile: 
. approving or di ws Chur 8. 18 f eter ot grea- 
xy impqrtance . the conſequence of 1 is the belt. 
or ill the work : andthe Elderſhip is the Senate of moſt able Go 
vernours in the Church, as ſhall appearc in the Chap. of Elderſhip : 
N45 the Elderſkip is to examine, os, * 
3· Ine 


Church. bed 
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Iiftctuted by Chriſt. 

3 3 The way whereby a mans i iencie is beſt eſpied, and his 
ability diſcerned, is the fitteſt to examine them that 23 admit - 
ted: But by the Elderſuip( conſiting of divers) his inſufficiencie is 

beſt eſpied, and his ability beſt diſcerned, for the common proverb 
telleth us, that many eyes doe ſee more then one: Therefore it be- 
longeth to the Elder ſhip. &c. * 
4. They are to examine Church Officers that are leaſt ſubj ect to be 
blinded with partiality: But the Elderſhip is leaſt ſubject to pattia - 
lity, both for that they be many, who are not ſo over ruled by 
affection or favour, as one, as alſo (and that eſpecially) for that it 
being the Lords owne ordinance (as ſhall appeare) we are to per · 
ſwade our ſelves, that his ſpirit ſhall guide them: Therefore it be- 
* the — oa ales rf ceo; 
. 5 way that was uſed in the Apoſtles time in examining, is 
ofus to be followed, unleſſe ſome reaſon out of the word to — 1 
{wade the conſcience, can be alleadged to the contrary , whit ; 1M 
none have ever yet done: But many uſed in the Apoſtles time to 1 
examine, 2s appeareth in choſmng out one to be in the of Fails, 
Act. 1. 23. 2 3. and fit men for Deacons, Act. 5.3. the Go 
vernours eſpecially were ſome, for that they were to ordaind 
knowledge, as is ſaid in the firſt reaſan : Therefore it be to 
. * 
| whoſe teſtimony the peop | it , are to ex- 
amine them that are to be admitted ; But the people may beſt cre· 


\ = 5 
24 
— 2 


dit the . — of a company of able and ſufficient men, which 
the Elderſhip rightly e d muſt needs be: Therefore it be- , 
longeth to the Elder chip, &e. j 


7 Examination belongeth unto them which may molt per- 

ſwade the le of his ſufficiency, and fo procure greateſt teve - 

rence unto him in his place: But the examinationby'the Elderſhip -. 

is ſueh: Therefore it belongeth to the Elder ſhip. c. | 

T beretore if they that are ta ordaine, maſt examine : if it bag The Concluſt · 
matter of greateſt waight in the government ofthe Church, and nn. 
they the moſt able to diſpatch it; if by them his ſufficiency or in- 
0 e e eee - 
* affection or partiality; if the examination was ſuch in the Apoſtles 
, | time; it the people may ¶ in renſon) give moſt credit to the - 

| nation that is by ſuch; if that kinde of examination p:rſwadethe - 
a people beſt of his ſufficiency , aud procure him greateſt reverence 
in his place: then mult jt needs follow, that ĩt pertaineth to the El 
A are tobe admitted to any office in the 
Church, E There 
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The 1. propo- 


ſition. 


{ The * 
firion 


The x proper 
ſition is chus 


proved. 


Then re 1 of the Church | 
There is 5 that hath any ſhew of 
2 land therefore it were needleſſe bo ſer any thing 
— | 


E w — 


.CHap. VI. 


BE fore” conſent bee given to any man unto any calling in the 
ch, it muſt a (by ſufficient triall, and duc cxamina- 
tian) that be is with thoſe gifts , that the word of God 
requireth in one of that place, Diſcipl. Eccieſiaſt fol 44. T. C. a. bool, 
1.pare, page 368.and in many other places. 
— y this in two paints: firſt, > as —— their 
L Miniſtery : fry : ſecondly, in governing the Chur their 
Commaiſlarics and Officials: which botł ſhall be —— if 
— — _ propoſitions tollowing, to be true by the 


ght to be reccived unto the Miniſtery, but ſuch as be 
e truth, and convince the gain · ſay ers. 

The Church ought not to be governed by Commiſſiries Offici- 
alaand Climcrllonrs, ©: 

un Hee that may bercecived i into the Miniſtery, muſt be able to 
teach rhe people, wharſocycr Chriſt hathcommainded, Math. 28. 
28. Onely he that is able to teach the truth, aud convince the gain- 
ſayert, cun teach the people whatſoever Chriſt hath commanded : 
Therefore riono-malt de received into ce Miniltcry , but ſuch ag be 
ableto toach cc. 

2 Thar which is ole bons conditionally ey not be done, if that 
condition be not kept: Men are to be received into the Miniſtery 
conditionally, that is, if they be unreproveable, Tit, 1. 5.6. Thete- 
fore ii they be not ſuch/as be thexe deſeribed, they may not hee re- 
ccived:: and conſequently, gone ay be reo ved. but tuch as be able 
co teach, &. JI Fe 

That which camot be done without the manjfelt breach of 
Gods commendement, may not be done at all : To ſeceive any that. 
be ne t able to teach, is a manifeſt breach of Gods eommandement. 
5 3. 1. Ti 1. 9. er 

he KWiniftery, that is nor able to teach, c. 
5 They wHonr the Lord refuſeth to be bis Miners, may y not be 
into the Miniſtery: fot the Miniſtery being che Cons har- 
veſt; we may admit nene to labour there in, but only ſuch as he hath; 
giver liking of, by the rules of his word: 'The Lord re ſuſeth᷑ to be 
his Miniſters, dt thoſo that 3 Daten 1 


2 was has kd ww _—_ _— ta. ths 8 
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3 
2 * 
Luſtituted by (bi. 
it at̃e not able to teack, may not bo received, and conſequently fone 
may be received, but thoſe that he able totaach a rr. 
J He that meꝝ be admitred into tho Miniftery,muſt be able to divide 
the word of God aright, 2 T. 5. 1 5. Only he that is able to teach ind 
convince the gain · ſayers, can divide the word of God aright: There 
fore — may be admitted into the Miniſtery, but hee that is able to 
teach, dec. en (ee en e 
s 6 He that may be admitted into the Miniftery, muſt have a treaſu- 
ry, furni ſhed wi:h old things and new , and muſt be able to bring it 
forth as occaſion ſhall ſerve, Nati. 13. 51. Onely hee that is able to 
toach, &c. is ſuch a one: Therefore onely he may be admitted, c. 
7 He that can eſpy the enemy, & give warning afore hand how ta 
reſiſt him, may be recei d into the Miniſtery, cet 33 3. None can 
eſpy the enemie, and give warning afore· hand how to reliſt um, but 
he that is able to teach & c. Therefore none may be admitted into the 
Miniſtcry, but he the t is abl- to teach, &c. 5 v5 
$ He that leacethh mſclf, :nthis people fnto hel, may not be ad- 
mitted into the Miniſtery: He that is not able ta teach and convince 
the gaindayer, leadeth himſe)fand his people into hell. Aath 1 5.14, 
Therefore e that is not able to teach, &c, may not be admitted into 
th. Mͤuniſtery. 41 a; 3 l 2 0885 1 
9 He that preacher” not, but holdeth his peace, murdereth. Auguſt lib. de 
io He tu at preacheth not, is not ſent, and ſo hee begetteth no faith 5%. 2 
in man. 5 b e "ve 1 
11. In that S. Paul requireth that a Biſhop ſhould be wil hebap: 33 
reth thoſe, that under — of agli excuſe the fo 92 yo — 


of Mi- cumenium. 
niſters. 


12 We condemme all unmeet Miniſters, not endued with gifts ne- conte nelvert. 


hath commanded gif none may be made Miniſters 
if they be qualified with giſt meet for the ſame ; 


refuſeth to have; if every Minifter muſt have a treaſury well furs 
| niſhed, and be able to bring forth of it when need requireth ; if every. 
5 Miniſter muſt have skill to ſee. the enemie, and togive warning aſore- 

bind how to reſiſt hem; if unkatned Minifters = their people to 
hell after them; if he that pre acheth not, be a murtherer ; it he be 
not ſent, and ſo doe no good: if hee be barred from the Miniſtery : 
laſtly, if hee bo condemned, xs — in ſuch a place: then muſt 1 


r 
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'F ficion is thus 


| provee, 


Net true Government . he G | 


needs follow, that none may be reccived into the Miniftery, but ſuch 
as be able to teach the truth, and to convince the gain · ſayer. 

Many are the arguments that be alleadged to this purpoſe and many 
moe may be alleadged, (for the whole courſe of the Scriptures tend 
d pumps the teſtimony of all forty of Writers, is very plentifull for 

this purpoſe : yea of the very Canon law, (as the Author of the 40. 
ſtratt hath learnedly prov 5 yet doe not our Prelates reſt in the 
but bave ſet — — in a filly W againſt it, in 

this ſort that followeth. _ 


x Objection. There mult be reading in the Church, therefore a rea- 


ding Miniſtery, Ml birgift page 25 3- 
Anſw. By that reaſon we muſt have an Officer for _ particular 
ation, for | muſt be breaking of bread in the Church, and pow- 
ring of water; but it followeth not, that therefore there muſt be one, 
whoſe Office muſt be only to break bread, or to powre water. 
2 Ob jection. It is better to have Readers then none, for Preachers 
cannot be had for every congregation. * 
Anſwer. It is not better, for if they had none, they would fecke for 
NN they ſhould have; whereas now, they that have à Reader 
think themſe lves in caſe good enoug 'P but if there be ſuch wane 
— why arc ſo many of the moi diligent and able ones, tur- 
out ? 
3 Objeftion. It is impoſſible to hea Preachersevery where, and 
ſuch as can be had, muſt be taken. 
Anfr. Sometimes yen ſay all is well : and is it now impoſſible 
that our State ſhould obey. the Lords ordinance ; this is the greateſt 
diſgrite to it that can be ? and yet it followeth not, for no necefſi ity 
may warrant us, to violate the decrees ofthe higheſt. - 
4 Objection. It were uncharitableneſſ⸗ to _ them out that be 
bare Readers, for ſo t their wives and children might beg. 
Anſwer, This i is to ſe {1] mens ſoules for morſcls of bx ad x ſhall wee 
2 the betzging of three or foure, then the damnation of a 
thouſand ? but they may be otherwaycs provided fur; they noed not 
beg, many of them may returne to their againe. - 
Sothar Zall theſe objectĩons notwithſtanding , the conclubon re- 
maineth ſure, which is grounded upon ſo many certaine and unmovo- 
able fohndations. 
"The Church ought not tobe governed by C ommiſarics, and Oficial, 
| and 4 hancellours, 
1 They which are no Elders of the Church, have nothing 655 
in the eee of the . x Tim. 5, 17. Theſe 8 
OMe 


L 
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| Inſtitated by Chriſt, - 0A 
Commiſſaries and Officials, are no Elders in the Chureh; whether we | 
expound Elder fora Miniſter, and him alfo; that is aſſiſtant unto th: 
Miniſter in overſeting the Church, or for a Miniſter onely as they do: 
for none of them be Minĩſters, and if they be, they doe not rule in this 
reſpect, that they arc Miniſters : Therefore the Church ought not to 
be governed by them. 

2. They that mult governe the Church of God, muſt have a warrant 
for their ſo doing, from Ieſus Chriſt the head of the Church : But 
Chancellors, & r. have no warrant fo to doe, from Ieſus Chriſt the head 
of the Church: Thereſore the Chureh ought not to bee governed by 


3. Thoſe whoſe names, oſſices and practize, bee derived from Anti- 
chriſt may have nothing to do in the government ot the Church: for 
who will ſuffer his wh to be governed by the Maſter of a brothel- 
houſe : But the names, offices and practiſe of Chancel lors, Officials and 
Commiſlaries be ſuch, which is Slaine by this, that they have their 

round in that filthy dunghill the Canon law : Therefore they may 
ave nothing to doe in the government cf the Church. 

4. They that being inferiours, doe proudly tyrannize over their ſu- 
ka ought not to rule the Church of God, for it is meet it ſhould * 

ruled by modeſt, humble and orderly men: But ſuch re they (for 
being inferieurs to the miniſters of the Word, as our adverfartcs doe 
eonfeſſe, and is plaine alſo by the Canon law they crow over them as 
if they were their ſlaves: ) and if they doe net io, they can doe no- - 
thing : Therefore they ought nct to rule the Church of God. 

5. They that live by the faults ot men, aro not fit to rule the Church 
of God: for they will rather increaſe offences (that their gaine may in- = | 
creaſe ) then orderly leſſen them, as experience (alſo) proveth: But = | 
fach are all Chancellours, Commiſſaries and Officials: Therefore they = | 
ought not to rule the Church of God. 3 

Therefore if Chancellors, Commiſſaries, and Officials bee no Elders Concdlaſon 

of the Church; itthey have no warrant from Jeſus Chriſt, the head of 1 

the Church; if their names, offices, and practize, be derived from An- I 
eichriſt ; if their office compell them (being inferiours) to ryrannize 
over their ſuperiours : if they live onely by the faults and * s of 

men: then it muſt needs follow, chat the Church of God ought not to 

be governed by them. : 
Chap. VII. | 

Very officer of the Church muſt be ordained by the laying on of 

= L, the hands of the Elderſhip, T-. C. 2.600ke, . part. page 274. Diſ-- 

of £2-Ecclefiaſt.fol.y3. S3S:- - - .. 
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They i nenen to be doneby the Biſhop alone it ift page 196. 
their daily practize doth likewiſe ſhe w it. ä 

5 — former is proved, and the latter diſproved by theſe reaſons 
following. 

1. As Church officers were ordained in the Apoſtles time, ſo muſt 
they be continua lly, for they did lay the plot according whereunto the 
Church muſt be built unto the end: but they were ordained in the A- 
poſtles time by the laying on of the hands of the Elder ſhip, 4. 6.6. c 
1 3. Ke the Church efficcrs muſt be ordained by laying on of 
the hands of the Elderſhip. 

2. Church officers mutt bee ordained by them that have warrant 
from the Word, to aſſure the parties ordained, that they are called of 
'God : Oncly the Elder ſhip hath ſuch a warrant, 1 7:m.4.14. There» 

fore they ought to be ordained by the Elderſhip, 

3. Many of the ſentences alledged before, out of Councels, Empe- 
rours Lawes, Hiſtoties, and ſound weiters both old and new, for ele- 
ction nat to be by one, but by divers, ſpeake alio of ordination, and ſo 
are forcible to this purpoſe, | 

4. Evagrizs came to the office of a Biſh»punlawfully becauſe one- 
ly Pauliuus ordained him, contrary to the tenure ot many Canons, 
which provide, that they ſhould not bee orda ned, but by all the Bi- 
ſhops of the Province, or (at the leaſt) by three. 

5. Whena B ſhop is to be ordained, &c one Biſhop ſh2]] pronounce 
the bleſſing, and the reſt of the Biſhops with the Elders preſent, ſhall 
all lay on their bands. 

6. Whena Biſhop was to be ordained, the Biſhops adjoyning did 
4. ordaine him. | | 
Concdlu- Therefore if Church officers were ordained inthe Apoſtlss time, not 

one, but by the Elder ſhip, conſiſting of many; if they be to ordaine, 
that have wartant out of the Word, to aſſure the parties ordained, 
that they are called of God; if ordination by one Biſhop be unlaw full 
and contrary to many canons of Councels; if the Biſhops and Elders 
were to lay on their hands: laſtly, if the Biſhops adjoyning were to 
ordain;tien mult it needs follow, that Church officers arc not tobe or» 
dained by one man, but by the laying on of the hands of the Elder ſhip. 
But they fight hard againſt this, becauſe it ſtriketh at a maine pillar 
of their kingdome, their chicks grounds be theſe. | "I 
I. Objoft. Pantand Barnabas ordained Elders, where is no menti- 
on of any Elderſhip. x | > 
Anſm. They are ſaid to ordaihe, becauſe they being the chiefe pro- 
cured it ; f0 is Peu, y. 3. ſaid to aircumciſe, which was the Levires 
| h 0 
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office, ſo ſay we, the Queene hath made a law, and yet not ſhe alone 
maketh any» : TA. 
2. 0b jection. Thoughit were fo then, yet is it not fo required now, 
no more then the community in the Apoſtles time. 

Anſwer. There was no more communitic then (for they that 
thinke other wiſe, ate in that point Anabaptiſts) then is tobe required 


now ſo that inſtance maketh for us. 


3. Object. Examples are no generall rules to be followed, 

Anſw. Examples not contrarying any rule, or reaſon of the Seripture, 
be to be followed, as if they were commandements, ſo that norwith- 
ſtanding any thing alledged tothe cantrary, it re maineth upon the for- 
mer grounds molt ſtedfa it, that it be longeth to the Elder ſtup to ordain 
thoſe Church officer s that are to be imployed in the publike ſervice of 
God. 


CMA. VIII. 
18 ordaining of Church officers muſt be done with humble prays 


er of the Elderſhip,and the Congregation, Diiſrip. Fecleſi. ſol 56. 
Their unreverent beginning and procceding therewith in a corner, 


1s contrary to this: which is condemned by the proofe of our aſſertion 
by theſe reaſons. | 51 

1. We are to behave our ſelves in theſe actions, as they by whom 
we have direction to doe them, have ſet us an example: But the Apo- 
files and Elders, hen they ordained Church officers, did alwayes 
commend the action to God by prayer, together with thoſe congre- 
gat ions, over which they placed them, Ac. 6 && 14.23. Theretore 


the ordaining of Church officers muſt bee done by humble prayer of 


the Elderſhip, and Congregation, | | 
3. The greater the action is that is in hand, the more careſull muſt 
they bee that have it in hand, to humble themſelves by prayer, for tha 
Lords aſſilance therein: Bur the ordaining of Church officers, is an a- 
Rion of moſt weighty importance : | herefore they that have it in 
hand (which be the Elder ſhip to ordain him and Congregation to re- 
ceive him) ought to humble themſelves in earneſt peter before hand. 
3. They that ſhall have part in the comfort or diſcomfort of the 
action, are to joyne together in prayer unto God for the better event, 
and againſt the worſc : but the Elder ſnip and people, ſnall both have 
art in the event of the action: Therefore they are to joyne together 
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6 officers muſt be ordained by layiag on of hands; in this 
t 

ther in 


— 


agree with us, concerning the ceremonie it ſelſe, albeit nei» 
in t ies by whom, nor on whom it muſt be conferred. The 
profit ef this Ceremonie appeareth in reaſons following. 

1. That which ſtirreth up every partie to pray with more ferveneie, 
is profitable to be uſed: But ſuch is this Ceremonie, for it affecteth the 
ordainers, when they fccle him for whom they — ; and the ordai- 
ned when he feeleth a calling and charge from (as it were) ſen- 


fibly comming upon him, and the congregation, when they ſec him ſe- 


ed fromthe reſt, by whom they ſhall reape much comfort or 
— . | ee 
2. That which helpeth forward the party ordained in his caro, to 
walke with a good conſcience in his calling, is profitable to be uſed: 
Such is the impoſition of hands, for both it declaverh unto him, that he 
is ſeparated of God for that purpoſe, and alſo giveth him yy age 
hand who allotted him thereunto, will alwayes aſſiſt him in the 
courſe of that calling: Therefore it is — | 
3. That which worketh a more acknowledgment of Gods ordinance 
in the hearts of the people, is profitabletobe uſed: ſuch is the laying 


on ofhands, for it declarethunto them, that the Lord hath placed him 


in that Calling over them: Therefore it is profitable to be uſed, 
Therefore ſeeing the Ceremonie of laying on hands is forcible, to 


increaſe the fervencie of every partie, when they pray: ſeeing it aſſureth 


the calling to the party ordained,and giveth him an argument of good 
hope, for > & bleſſing of God upon him in the courſe of the ſame; and 
fecing it procureth a more perſwaſion in the people, that he is allotted 
unto them from the Lord himſelfe; it is evident that it is not a vaine 
and idle ceremonie (as many doe imagine) but of good and profitable 
uſe, in all ordinations. 5 
| CHAP, X. 
T He Lord hath ordaincd that there ſhould bee one Biſhop or Pa- 
1 ſtor (at the leaſt) preſident over every Congregation, who are of 
equall authority in their ſeverall charges, and in the generall govern» 
ment of the Church,7.C. 1 beokg,page 23.02 booke,z part, page 513. 
They muintuine contrary unto this, theſe two. od 
2. That one may have two or mo charges, and be abſent from therh; 
uu their diſpenſations and praRize doe prove. 


3.That one Miniſter may have a ſoveraigntis and Lordſhip _ 
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| - Inftututed by ( 21941 29 3 
water regten we both being dnl. former afſertion- | 
willremaineRill ſuro- 

1. One man may not have mo.charges then be is * any — ons a» 
fare to diſcharge z No man is able in any meaſure, to diſcharge the du» — ficſe 
tie that belonging to mo flocka then one, ſeting hoe cannot preach P Poltlon- 
unto them, in ſealon and out of (aſons Therefore us man may) 
have inote Charges then ne. 

2+ That which maketh an open entranee torthe enemy 2 
cannot be lawfull: for one to have moe charges then one, maketh 

entranct for the enemy to ipoile, fot the Woolſe warcheth to 

— whilcſt the — is abſem a Thatefare ah — 
have mo chargesthenon | 

3 The — recept,nor prefident foes 
Gods word, or any approved Writer, but onely from A — 
lawfull: But ſuch is the having of mo charges then one: Therefore : 
itis'unlawfall. x, — 

4+/That whichdeclarcth-2 Miniſter uo he more defirous-of thd .< hq3Y 
e proſit the flocxe, that ſame is unlaufull à But ſuchis the J 
hay ing of moe charges then one, for were it not for theigaine, they 
would thinke one a burden as heavieas they 1 
E eee the third chapter, gainſt 

* in 4 nom⸗ ; 5 7 

—— if he may uombe nne ident; —— 


r — 
15 === 
2 


4 picca o Y +2110 pag 
among theeves, and weir gien tobe rlicey6s mayer pe 14 


ous of the fleece, then to feed the Noce; 
— xr be againſtit ; Laſtiy, if it be — ana 


hen muſt noed follow, that one may not have ti yu ot mo charges 
| ir objections ( fuch ſet be 
andihe 1 ns = — Me was 


Tue ſecond Propoſition _ — hold is tim bor The ſe 
One Miniſter may bavea fore and over Propofition 
tisfellow Miniſters whichis hus diſproved. at Ul edit that 
. They that havetheir commiſſion indiff r , and reaſons 
| ——— — ef ek adware; 3 


* 32 aw 
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30 The trne Government of the Church 
may not be one over another 2 but ſuch is the commitlion of all Gods 
Miniſters indufferently, as appearcth, Marth.28. 19. 20. Therefore they 
are of cquall authority, and may not have any dominion one over 
another. 

2. That which Chriſt hath directly forbidden, that may not in any 
caſe be allowed but is ever unlawfull : But Chriſt hath directiy for - 
bidden, that one Miniſter ſhould have dominion over another, Maur hy. 
20.25. La 22 25. Therefore one Miniſter may not have ſuperioritic 
ing be Lords over the le of God, 

Ne fo Arie — e 
Miniſtery) above the people: but a Miniſter may not be Lordly over 
Gods people (as is by him on whom they would father the 
greateſt lordlineſſe) 1 Per. 5. 3 · Therefore one Miniſter may not bee 
hf Lord, or have ſuperiority over another. 
'| Gprien lib. 1. 4. It is ordained, and is equall and right, that every mans cauſe be 
Eßiſt. z. heard, where the fault was committed: and it is meete to handle the 
matter there, where they may have boththe accuſers, and witneſſes of 
the fault ; which ſhewerh tint cyery Miniſter had authority over his 
| 3 — — war 
FKuther adverſus Bi ,W er t n all t wor are Il to 
| papat. a Satan ear Biſhops, or Pariſh Miniſters and Preachers ; Ot none Nr be 
Fadi. ſaid one is Lord, another is Servant: whatſoever to the 
— — ſaving that ſome are dener gifs 
| — howbeit ſuch gifts cauſe no incquallitic or Lordſhip in 
4 6 ln the A olike Church, the minifters ofthe Word, 3 
| e FITS were ſubject to no head or preſident, c — 
verbs. . The honour of a Biſhop, being taken from the reſt of the Minj: 
The ſamevp- ters and given to one, was the firſt ſtep to Papacie. 155 
en 2Theſ2. f. Chriſt did moſt ſovercly forbid unto the Apoſiles and their fu 
—_— ceflors, and d 
primacie ominion 
The — 9. Equall power and function is given to all Miniſters of the 
Church, and that from the beginning, no one preferred himſelſe be. | 
— — ; that for order, ſome one did call them to- | 
—— the matters that were to be conſulted of, and ga- 
thered t | 


The Concer Therefore, Fall Miviſters have their commiſſion indifferently Fen 

tion. * unto them ; If Chrit have forbidden, that one Miniſter ſhould 

2 dominion over another; Ino minificr-mayexerciſe:doininion over 
eee Fee e e — 


2 


—- 
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| 154 nftitnted by Ciriſ. 
tvery G 3 Ee Bulbop and Pabiſh Minificr beall 
ne z if in the Apoſtles time, o Miniſter: us above another; if the ſu- 
eriority of one above another , was the firſt ſtep to the Papacie ; 
aftly, if they havecquall power and function from the beginning: 
tharmuſt it needs follow, that no Miniſter may have ſuperiority , or 

exerciſe dominion over another. 

Their objections hereunto ( many ware worthy any anſwer) oc 


theſe. 
1 Obj. Chriſt Math.20. 25. forbiddeth onely ambition,and not 
dominion, as Muſcnlus expoundeth it. 
1 Alaſculus his — Lt in the 6 and y rea ſons, the 
p is expounded againſt ſuperiority Calvin , Bulling.Z wing G 
ter, Weng 6 8 lerit be ſo expounded that — is amoi 
tion, becauſe it cauſeth a man to aſpire above his fellow / Miniſters. 
2. Object. The Greek word ſigifiath rule withoppreſſion, which- 
is the thing that is forbidden. 
Anſw, That is not ſo, ſor Lek. 22 25 . uſech the ſingle verbe Kariew- 
ein, which ſignifieth ſimply to rules [the ſonnes of Zebedau delired 
werte e 
42 ea. Chriſt ſaich not, no man ſhai be ſo, ba hee that will 
9 „lich, let tbe gresteſt be 
wer, But Lache faith , let t great as your ſervant, and 
therefore that is but a ſilly ſbift. 
So that e 9 and their objections an · A Biſhop 
yet more directly, that the Lord ſhould — in 
mw ere homes — reſident over every con- e con- 


gregation. 


gregation; Which is 
1 Ifa eee, be all one, engt e 2 Biſhop 
in every congregat ion, 8 0 e that every con · 
gregation ought adit ay . But a Biſhopand a Miniſter is all 
in mp by this thas S. Pani deleriverh not one quality for 
ſhap, but it 225 the quality of every. Miniſter; and alſd 

— hee deſcribeth no other Miniſter but the Biſhop : Therefore 
1 there Aer 2 lden. in every — 2 0 1 
4 2 SeP and his Deacons were appointed to ons place, | ; 
ppeare Ear ty + delexintian of, them ; ——— the 
pltles:: But the Deacons Were in every ation j which ap- 
bh, Phil. 1. 1. Act. 6. a. that Office being every where; 

it continued io, longer then the Office ——— 
-ferome intra Luciferianor,chc, Thezefore there —_— to 
bea Bert in evety congregation. A 
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on * was appointed, and where there was not to furniſh both Bifho 
an ang dee un (den ber enen tis Peder ) there the ele 
| a Biſhop, * left the Elder. 
2 (oncil. Car- 6 Hs Biſhop tunut into wſtander, and 1 oy Bito ; cannot ſud- 
| thay om, 1.cp e ben nee ha bean 1 Ive i 
0 an B be a J , ” q FPS 
27 tem. 4. hard T7 d by. M4 | mae 's 97! 4180 — e134 71 52 places 
5 Euſeb.lib.s. \'Sjoriesmakomention of Bithopyof lecke Towbes ta) Soticue 
ch. 16. Biſhop of the Village (man : (b) Mares, Biſhopof a ſinill Towne 
| (b)Theodoret. lads Sobicha : (e Gregory, Biſhop of a _ Cite, alled . 285 1 
. um :(4) The Biſhopota Gu et - MOL 
(Seve. 4 26.0 A Mini r that is to fly /A ilbepind 
„ ene quent?) he jt 
dift. to. doth plainl teach, that —— Bat 
Jerome ad Eva- Titus) a Biſhop anda Miniſter are the ſame : Payee N wi 


Sium. the ancient Fathers, Biſhops and Elders wete all one. 

Ads and ho- 10 P. Bænes ( in his ſut article) faith, 1 Will tigy bekeve, hei- 
numcents, ſol. — ne _— W'o , he 4 
| 316. {ſhopeftwopretice Ci none rr 
ne 2 Biſhop nevery ee 

that he ſhould ordaine a Bap in E 

1 lt is pitie roſechow fa tre the e * Sea 
' Hooper upon from the originall in the an the beg 

8 command. dh —— belt} as the wth} 6; 2 that 


pag( 90. him, to : 
2 75 Wee have 2 ST e 


had no ſuch 


ſt. Z 2019. 30863. 72 _—_ 
r  Theririf Bhopal Mare An, 1 Bithips were to 
> — — — cb Bb 5 u 
| arne rootdaine Biſhops in every Ciric ; ahd ifeyery hure 
ſor? waere e ee, as 1 pesketh y ER 
ſlimonies of Hiſtoties, and Wiiters, botho and 
deu then millfir gas foow chat there ought e Z1ſhc * 
eyety e 5 


42 til „En = * 


UMI - 1 


himſelfeprincipally to —_—_— an 
doctrine: Rom. 13.7.8. 

Doctor, be diſti 
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| POE LE Toe the cathy: God back onnthia, 
If! that there ſhould be in the Chureh Doctors; whoſe office 
is to be imployed in teaching of doctrine; and; is * office All 
ferent from that of the Paſtour. : 


The laner pare ef this propolitiony\ is; the thing which ee: 


. cially they doe deny, whichvis thus prooved to be true. 


1. Thoſe which the Apoſtle (in ſpeaking of diſtinct officers) 
doth diſtinguiſh one from another, are-feveralland'diftin& one 
from another: But the Apoſtle doth diſtinguiſh che Paſtou 
and teacher, one from another, Rom. 2 2.8. and Epheſ. . Tr. 
Even as he diſtinguiſherh man and woman, Gal. 3. 28. Set the 
Greek of them both: Therefate the office We bad Dock. 
or ate diſtinct one from another. 

2. As are the gifts that adorne offices , fo are 0 ee 
themſelves, for the execution of the office, conſiſteth in the em- 
ploying of the giſts: But che giftgof the paſtour and Doctor 


are divers, as appeareth 1. Cor. 12. 8. And by experience, for 


ſotne hath an excelletit gift in docktine, ande in applientian, 


and others excell in application and exhortation, char are very 


meane, in delivering of doctt ine « Therefore Weseke rs. 
„ ee eee 
3-T at are to take a divers c in t | 
vers, and different in their functions for elſe why iu tx 
be enjoyned to tale a divers courts Bur ehe to take 
one courſe, and the Doctor anothe 3 — — 


rall Churches haye 


_baye yet —— thereoſlefei in 
—.— who (beſides the Biſhe 


8 0 that 3 2 


you | mo KG hai (7 416% 


e ofchem{makb; te ber dhe buildin 
the Church, tfen — a are they to bedifti 
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hardly are we Niirred care of our four euerie, x h 
— which boch Thould be wich (of: 
all: Therefdbre they 


We. 
continua ace, if one man — . — 
axe ic be eſteemed diſtinò offices, und not paris of one office, 


* — Paubd:tinguiſherh 

themone fi 
another; WEE Reon chow and — 
upoii ſeverall in i toercell, and to 
be no body inthe others if the] be — to take 
one courſe in teaching, and the 


— and differenrthe one froe the =” 
| CHAP; n. 
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. T:C. book, 
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5 he dy cue beende 
3 — — eo the Elders can. 
not be wanting, and the 3 anentice body N 1.9. 


chere ou e e 
-e eee Elders bs the 
they to — — which 


is cleare A that ev — — of them, 
* and that = mult have all the 


ather officers ofthe Church + — that every 
„ body of Che» Dr 
deſqriþeth unto fuch Elders. 1. Tin. 5.27. Therefote they 
—— 


5. There isn0 3 har can frand without her Elderfhip * 
or cuunc 
6. It belongeth ene! tothe Biſhop cobipdacaadrhe Bides -le 
Ee but upon the 
7. Neither Eldernor Deacon have right, but apon th Bi- Ierome contra 
commandement (o much as) to Lucif. 
— — the ambition of the teachers. Ambroſ- upon 
—.—— — Tg Tryon ; 
toli hurches, in ne to ch, be- 1 puftn 
ing but an Blder. Wenns . xs. OY 
10. After that Aus was conridted: of lande it was — Socrat. fbr. 5 


dende, ſhould no more preach. ps 


- IF, Tho number of the Elders of every Church, ought to be Bucerde regno 
encreaſed, aceotding to the multitude of the people. Chriſti book x 

13. Speaking ot che Elders that weie to the Minifles, P.Martyr upon | 
be lat that it is fo REO of the Church, char che Rom, 12. 
Cr 6: 3 

13 aine of the e were jo with the d, in © up- 

nement of ESE — the paſar we ** ol f. Oer. l. 

I were Elders,that & the Minifer, i kb. 
1 the Church. M. * N 
| ebener eg fg, hey 

„ F certaine om . 638, Let icthewa 


. — — o che © ; how iomay 
G2 26, If 
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miſſion, Aut. a8. 20. Orelſe 


things, and 
there he Elders in every 
as all men doe confeſſe: but the forme is true, as not onely the 
view of their practize declareth, but alſo the Apoſtles expreſſe 
Words: Thus I te ach in all Churches: Therefore the latter is 
true alſo, thatin every con 


1 — a7 


ety 


be in every con dgationn +. a 20 
22 2 _ : hich — — pales miniſt — —_— 
to teach and pratizep muſt be in evety congtegation: but tho 
ardination and practixe of tliat oſſibe, is in every Minfters'com« 
i they ordained Hiders without 
warrant from Chriſt, which none dare affirme ; therefore there 
muſt he ders in c ea e 
-i 18. Where ſoe vera biſhop muſtibe, thete muſt alſo the Elder 
bec, whichappearethby this; that here the one is deferibed, 
there is tha ther alſo: but a Biſhop muſt be in every congre- 
gation, as I have proved ſufficiently in the 10. Chap. There 


fore there ought to be Elders in every congregation, 


19. If the Apoſtles laboured for uniformitie in the leaſt 
eR.blihedinalt Churches one order, ther muſt 
egation, for they were in ſome, 


ze all, ian there muſt be ſuch Elders. 
Therefore ifthe Apdilles eſtabliſhed Elders in every eon- 
gregation; if Chriſt hath eſteemed their helpe needfull to fur- 


' ther the building of his Church; if without them a congrega- 
tion cannot be entire; if the word of God ſay that they ought 


to be in the Church; ifit was continued ſo long after the A- 
oſtles time: and be approved bythe. teſtimony of many very 
rned; both old and new writers, and eonfeſſed by the grea- 


teſt adverſary unto them if they berwithinthe compaſſo of cve- 


ry Miniſters commiſſionʒif they are to be,whereſoever a Biſhop 
muſt be; if the Apoſtles eſtabliſhed. uniformit even. in the 
meaneſtthinges; then muſt ir needs, follow, that there ought to 
be ſuch Elders in every congregation, as are to aſſiſt the Mini- 
ſter in the government ofthe ame. 
They confeſſe it was ſo in the Apoſtles time; but ſeeme to 
— ſome what that it cannot be under a Chriſtian magiſtrate 
thus: | 


I Oh. God hath, giren h Saverdigne auchorizic 2 
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che Church, unleſſe there be Elders; then mul | 
under aChriſtian Mageſtrate: But the former is true, ſot by the 


* 
- 


TEES... DAR. 
Evurchts th Chriſtian magiſtrate, which theſe Eldets would 
Drape. . Ac IR 
Ar. No more then theelderſhip abridged the foveraightie 
ef David over Ifrael, for his governement is temporall, and 


7 


4 
A ** q 
N 


theirs ſpirituall, - | 9 

2. Object. Gualter upon the 1 Cor. 5. denieth it to be need 

full under a Chriſtian Magiſtrate. N 8 
o/wer. Gualter denieth excommunication under à Chri- 


ſtian Magiſtrate 3 hee is as partiall in this argument at hire 


A 
# 


A trade es Oh. .-+.7s | 
N 3 . Objettion, The Prinee hach the authority that the Elders 


Aufi. That is no truer, then to oy the Prince hath authoriry 
to preach the word, &c. for theſe be things, that his highau- - -. 
thority mult ſee done, but he may doc none of them himſelfſe. 

But there bee many reaſons which may bee alleadged, to Reaſons proo- 

rove that they are 0 at the leaſt) as neceſſary under a Chtiſtian 9 — 
lagu in theſe dayes, as they were in the time of the A. der- Chriſtian 
poſtles, as namely theſes ©, | + Magiſtrate, as 
1. The leſſe able that Miniſters are to direct their people in in the Apoſtles - 
the waies of godlineſſe, the more neede they have of the aſſi- imc. 
ſtance that God hath allowed them in his word: But Miniſters 
are now lefle ableſ eſpecially under Chriſtian Magiſtrates, when 
men are ov ertaken with eaſe and peace, which quench good 
things) then they were in the time ofthe Apoſtles : Therefore 
there is as great (if not greater) neede of Elders now, then was 
in the time of the Apſtoles. | ; 

2. If Chriſtian Magiſtrates bee to-maintaine the order that 
Chriſt hath ſet downe for the governement of his Church, then 
muſt there be Elders in it under a Chriſtian Mageſtrate, for El- 
ders are appointed of 1 Cor. 12. 8. But Chriſtian Mageſtrates 
are to maintaine the order that Chriſt hath ſet downe for the 
ruling of his Church, Iſai. 49. 23. Therefore there muſt be El- 
ders in the Church, under a Chriſtian Mageſtrate. i 

3. If the rule of Chriſt cannot bee perpetually obſerved, tell 
- then. muſt there bee ſuch 


Church is there meant the Seanate of Miniſters and Elders, as 


ſhall be proved in the chapter of Excommunication : Therfore 
chere muſt be Elders, under CONS Magiſtrate. . 5 
2 og rg ES ny 477 


— 
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38 T he true 


: gv ,h of the at | 
" :Efthe, whole governement of the Q 
* 3 and TR. beg to be ng Ra a 
end eee bee Elders under Rees p 
for they: are contained in thofe Epiſtles : hut the former is true 
1 Tim. 6. 14. Therefore there muſt be Elders under a Chriſti, 
an Ma iſtrare. . | 
5. ere ſinners ate mote out | i 
ſubject to waxe cold, there is greateſt. 
chat God hath ordained to ropun finne, and to cheriſh well 
doing: Bur fo it is under a iſtian Magiſtrate eſpecially in 
the peace of the Church, as whiegift- conſeſleth, pag. 643. 
Therefote therc is (at the leaſt) as . neede of Elders(ſceing 
they are helpers my Gel) under a Chriſtian Magi- 
te, as at 
The conclu - Therefore i "IM Mininifters ers be lefle able now, then in the Apoe 
llon. ſtles time; if Chriſtian Majeftrates muſt maintaine the order 
cribed by Chriſtzif elſe the rule of Chriſt, (till the Chrurch) 
cannot be Al obſerved); ; if the whole govermenedeſcribed 
Saint Paul, muſt be kept for ever; if there bee, (at the 
leaſt) as great necde of all the helpes that can be, as everthere 
was: then mult it needes follow, that Elders are asneceſſary 
in the Church under a Chriſtian Mageſtrate, as in che time of 
perſecution, 


CHAP. XIII. 


T ought to be in every congregation certaine Deacons, 
endued with thoſe qualities, which the ward of God _ 
| cribeth ; whole office is onely in receiving the libert 
Saints, and deftriburin 2 1 unto the needy, T.C.1 e „pag. 
me but Pro- 190. Diſcip. Eccleſ, fol, 119. 
— This aſſertion ath two branches, which back are gaine 
id by our adverſaries, the firſt whereof is this. The office of 
the Deacon, conſiſteth onel in receiving and Aung un- 
to the pooxe, the liberality ol the Saints, ich they deny hi- 
155 p 582. The books of ordering, Sc. chat maketh it a de- 
Soft Minifttic : but the propofition being proved ial 
Saketh their opinion andpractiſe appeare falſe, which is thus 
1. That wherein Stephen and the reſt were loyed, is n © 
office of a Deacon: tor che rſt inſtitution * 


4: 
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7 


4 — from the liberalli y of the Saints. 
2. That ee 


Deacon, * ly te attend l 


maketh an ordinary and dilingt 

office from others in the 2 mult be attended upon by 

hear pres in the fame office, and not bee with w> 
3 but the Apoſtle Rows. 12, 8. maketh deſtri 


— ſuch an office as it is expounded by M. — 
2.4, Bucer, Martyr. &c. R 


awended upon, and conſequently, it conſuleth n 
'bucing, Bec. 

2 fhar whichthe Apottles 1 3 

n Nr pe 2 a CAS _ — — 
they were more adorned with ff t any now: But 
found themielves inſufficient or the Miniſtrie of the word. 
and deftributing unto the poore alla, Ag. G. 2. Therefore no 
man can in any tollerable mealure, dilchs: 165 the office of a 
Miniſter and Deaconalfo, and conſequently, th e Deacon is. to 
attend upon diſtributing onely 

4. If che Miniſteries of the word bee perfe&, vithout the 
Deacon, then may hee not meddle in the ſame, for how may 
one lawfully labour, in that wherein there js-no.neede of him: 
But ſuch is the miniſtery of the word, where the ſeverall Mi- 
niſters thereof arenamed, 'Epheſ. ps wherein the Deacon 
is not contained, as hit gif cont 3 og. & 30g. There- 
fore the Deacon may not meddle de lade ol the 
word, and conſequently muſt be implyed 3 n 


c. 
I chere be no guslitie required in the Rdcicri tion 
| ofthe Deacon, which is proper to the. 2 — — a 


then is not he to medle with the ſame: But the former is cue, 
as appeartth, 1 Tim. 3. 8. Theretone the latter ierrue a ſo, 
n bee muſt attend oneiy gpon di „ 


8 Tfir belong to the Deacons dice, to nedale She 
Mineſtery of the word and Sacraments , then it is 2 
chen that of the paſtor, for that the doing of both, 

Brenter gifts then the one: But it is not a Karen 9 — 
office to the paſtor, as appeareth by all thoſe places, wherein 
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ne. 
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ulling. d 2 Wen ur U ere. 
— 8 ecard © cteafing Y dere were beſides the Deacons, 0 Se 


711 


the” poote, „and were not N | 
| 45 hoppes « 0 1 5 efts, atid Wich Gd ler -of 25 525 
tau 
3 , Ihe Office of Deaconſhippe, „ Was religiouſly kept 
_— reg. in the Cc 1 V K C n, untill it Was Allyen out *. N 
f 14 — 
ee T2. This Office muſt of yeceffitic bee re ored. x 
reg. Kc. and "Aefcribed” As. 3 4 Sxth, if 97 land (forh 985 Her en 
upon Epheſ. 4. the belialfe of out + Ctiurch)”\ W [ receive, Ee. Jepling of 
| Chꝛriſt. 
Mart rom. 12 13. Speaking 'of theſe Deacons , lamenteth chat thi * | 
4 18 der, 25 o fallen dut 6f the Church that the name doth Lo: 


remaine. 
Calvin Inſti. 14. 87 91 Ae Dellen of the Apes time ; 
— — cap. 3. aut; that wee er their exatnple © 18 ought to, haye the 
och like. WMA 23" * ry 


15 The office of Ahnburng the goods of che 1 * 
— + ordinary function in 'a Cr vA c n lawkilly Jury - 


=: ee e ane hee bibs Wander : 


— 
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eee 
others inthe Church l 


— Sirens 
ſtand in need thereof. 
Their objections hereunto, be theſe wo that llow. 
1 Objcthon, Philip one of the feyen)Deacons did preach, 
2 = bunch \ Jo 
MF Wer «; was Ch at » 
ST but now he was not any more 


bur day iſt, as 1 r Ae ee e e 


6 Phe 2 propor 
mer propofition NM every; Kongregathgts which is thus 6 T's pet 


proved. 


4 E . congregation hath. need of, 


they have poote td provide! 
ne others) and the ideraligiaf 01 


ed hag + Ss ** N __— * » 
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. theElderſhip,as appear 
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Thereforethe Elderihipia to he perpar wall, 


7 That overnment — Ap and paul, before 
| mul nds el God did uni y agree in, that fame 


be of God, and conſequentl uall, unleſſe 
os — ie do appear: but ſuch — by 
jay (forall the * thereunto, conſeſſe that 
I —— time:) Therefore it is perpetuall. 
Were "Ed bath.the fame grounds, that the preaching 
IS of; the Sacraments have:the 


ded upon the commandments of Chriſt, 
— Riſe of the / hoc hel] — logos 

WAICH Bath the like grounds to be perpetuall, that 
the Apoliles, Prophets, vangeliſts, had to be for a time, 
the ſame peti But ſuch is the government of the 

an Eld ſhip, which appeareth by this, that they 

re therefore ceaſed, becauſe their gifts of immediate callin 
&c, be gone, and! . cf ah 2 joynd and. Ererally do 
: Therefore it is per 


10 Whodomys: 4.— Cereal and ordinarie che to 


cure diſeaſes of the and ſtrengthen the health of the 
lange that ſame is perpetuall But ſuch is the government by 
the. neceſlicie, and of the 
this, that we are til} co obſerve 
durch, Matth. 18. 7 There 


: fore iti wal * hes oO 23-4 , © 
11 Tha government which was in the Charch appointed 
of God unden the Law, and continued (in-reſpeR ot the ſub- 
tand hi relle and bettered (in ref &of 


, that ſame is perpetuall: But ſuch is the 
erſhiß, . 12. reaſon 


i Magiſtrate: 828560 —.—— 
er hac any need ofextr: din pes bene beck 

e latter, for that the 

nn fie 0 d 1 of the Church by 


that 
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ſuch is the government of theElder- _ 
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. The true government 8 — 


that order which — — 
thing therein: Thereſore | 
13 Either this government nd perpetuall, 
_ els there is none, ee bought te have ff | 
his Church 8 which is d difproved in the | 
pang $ reaſons inthe 8 i 
by Chrit,an @ was noothr: Ba t ſome government ; 
Conf: Heſuet. | * 5 | 
Titur. Bern. 4 
Geneva, Polo. | 
nia, Hungaria, ; 
Scotland, 4 
cap. 18. fl 
oo Inſtit, 2 >» T4 | 
x wht yerthe Church muſt keepe here fill ee C 
F. Martyr u- 17 Lamenteth, that ſome were found among them * 4 
on Abm. 3. are eſteemed forwardleit. which would not ha 1 
* pline uſed now adayes, that was In che Apt Sor x 
. Qing the difference of times and men. 88 Gly 2 
Mr, Whitaker g The Apoſtles have — e 
' againſt Du- — — af 
ES all times to come; 4 
— hs A 
—— de kept u | : 
The Conclu- . Therefore; if the '© 
on. perpetuall, en ee 
. Chachb che ; if it be God c Commanc 
yet — pry —. 4 Ss l 
it it ond ormandcimments. 
> of the — If have ill ewes For Of 
Bb gi, continue, and <onfirnie a Al ww If It as dg 


2 by.Cheithand wie poſi 
aAlterahle in re extraor- 
3 * to the Church]; if 
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the di 


the r ape 
charg ny: 
.  derſhip, —— 
. . 115 object, emanates would follow up- 
on chie governme —— to be anſwered. 
1 2 6 follow their Seniors, ObjeQions a- 
and then there wi many — — ſo many — gainſt the per- 
ſhions, ſeeir nay not meddle w petuitie of the 


government defired is uniforme for every — _ 


Church, and admicethnochange, no not in outward cere- ſame, 
58 Lee men of ſeverall El- 


1705 all neunen; chuſe an Eaile; 
Baca Ohm, Ka — beck and commandment. 


No man that is choſen is compelled to an office 
| «mol is will, hut he that deſpiſeth to conſult with others 
| rters - becauſe they be ppore, reproacheth God 
Ae Fn- ry. Weis 511 

3 Okjettion, 1 overburdeneth the Pariſh, to provide for 
che nouriſhment of ſo Church-Officers. 
_— ray ele they ſhould prog for : 


m, thoſe char are exerciſed in th e mini- 
© —— e ee 
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A2 acts iro. 


— 


re. 0-H 
bg * 4 5 


* 9 * 
> vw Sh. 
Fa BY. = 0 
— 
D 2 . 
- 8 
1 8 
*  - "F" of 
Lk . = - 


2 ww 
w 


aw 


nat 414080 


. * 
* * 3 4 
wa * 


48 


— a ia LY 1 ; 
a * R N . 2 Y: — * 9 a 
Deg 4 


be true eee 


6 Objecbion. It daketh away Princes authoritie in cauſes 


Ecc leſiaſticall. 
Anſmer. No more than it did boch David in his time, nor 


ſo much as the Bb. doe now, for the Prince but this, 
theEld 


to lee the Church well ordered, which 
and craveth. 
7. Objeclion. It ranaformerh: the ſtate of " . 


wealth, into a meere popularitie, and will alter Sap govern- 
ment thereot. 


eAa{wer, It neither tanfrrmecs nor akereck any thing in 


p oye 


| it, for let ĩt he ſhewed what damage would come by this diſ- 
cipline to any Magiſtracy, fromthe Princes chrome the of- 


The third pto- 
poſition. 


fice of the = 11 

8 0bjetion. It w breed contention and partialitie i in 
judgement. 

Anſmer. Where can be greater contention than the Bb, 


maintaine for their kingdome, or greater partialitie chan i in 
them, to their kinsfolks, ſervants; 


yoo: 

afwer. None ever deferved more than the B 
BE eir officers. doe, tor all their pompe: but God wh le 
ordinance it is, will procure ſufficient awe unts it; mark how 


theſe Ovjeftions ſtand together; in the fourth it was tyranny, | 


and here it is too contemprible; theſe be contrary, 


10 Objecti on. All alterations be —.— 
eLaſwer. Never (where we cha the rg of 


Antichriſt, to the ſervice al the ever 
rous to amend things amiſſe, by that coarſe ich i al is 
bed of God: if it were, let the partitular of it appeai 
might well have beene Stephen Gardiners reaſon 
in che time of King Henry the eight. : 
The 27 701 mult. be governed onely by | 
effect, the propoſition ofthe firit © 
. i d Ml he ole * there en may' ; 
there is advouched generally;thecere: nd 
— — againſt l the imagine beef to the Chcch 
cre is affirmed the irection of the Chur. \ 
vernmentyby. the authorĩtie of the Elderfhip, co r 


Kc. | 
0 e It will be ern and ſo good order neg- 


ä * : 
2 e e 
0 r : * 
- "= * 


% Aten ly CI. 
rding-to the rules of Gods revealed will, and not by that in 
dand monſtrous Cannon Law, which is made. man ifeſt unto 
us by theſe reaſons. | ; 
1. All governours are to execute their authoritie, by the 
ſame warrant from which they have it: But the governours of 
the Church of God, have their warrant to be govei nonrs onely 
from the Word, 1 (or, 12. 28, Therefore they muſt governe 
the Church onely by the Word. | 
2. The Church is to be governed by that which the Mini- 
ſters may teach unto the ſame, for they are taught to the end 
that they may obey, and ſo be governed by the ſame : But the 
Minifters may teach nothing but the Word of God, 1 (vr. 11. 
2 : 8 e Church is to be governed onely by the word 
O * . = . 
z. That which maketh the Church obedient unto Chriſt, 
muſt be the dire&ion. whereby it is to be goverr.ed: Onely the 
Word of God maketh the Church obedient unto Chriſt: I her- 
fore it is to be governed by the rules of Gods Word, 
4. Everykingdome or houſhold, muſt be governed onely by 
the Lawes of the King, or orders of the houſholder: The church 
is the kingdome and houſe of God, and his Word is the onely 


'Law that he hath given for the ſame: Therefore it muſt be go- 


verned onely by the Word of God. = 
5. That which was ordained to deſtroy the church of God, 

cannot be a good rule to governe the ſame by: But ſuch is the 
cannon law, for it was ordained to ſtrengthen the kingdome of 
Antichriſt, Abſftra#, Therefore it cannotbe a good rule to di- 
rect the Church by, and conſequently, it muſt be governed by 
the Word, for no other rule is offered unto us, but the one of 
theſe twaine. | ; 
6. That which was invented by the Dragon, that perſecuteth 
the woman and her childe, that ſame cannot be good for the 
Church, which is that woman: But ſuch is the cannon law, fon 
it was invented by Antichriſt, which is that dragon : Therefore 
it 1 be good ſor the ruling of the Church, and conſe- 
quently, &c. e | 

7. That which irengrhet&h the power of darkneſſeardig- 
norance, cannot be good to guide them, that muſt walk in light 
and knowledge: But the r law ſtrengtheneth the . 
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of darkneſſe and ignorance, for it increafeth Popery, as a 


reth by this, that there is ſcarce an Officer towards it, in theſe 
dayes of knowledge, but he is a Papiſt : Therefore it cannot be 
good to guide the Church of God. . 

8. That which deſtroyeth the Church of God, cannot be 
good to rule the ſame: But the cannot law deſtroyeth it, for it 
croſſeth every faithfull Miniſter in the diſcharge of his dutie, 
and every good Chrittian, walking in thewayes of godlineſſe, 
and nippeth in the head every good action, as experience tea- 
cheth us: Therefore it cannot be a good rule to governe the 
Church by. 5 ä 5 

9. Tha which hath bred moetrayterous Papiſts in England, 
than the Seminaries at Row? and Rhemes, that ſame cannot be 
good to governe the Church of God: But fuch is the cannon 
law, for it hath kept — — * eee and 
foſtered ſuperſtition and popery, in all eſtates of people, that 
never came at thoſe Seminaries | There Tt 
rule to governetheCharch of God by. | | 
10. That which nourifheth the hope of Antichriſt roreturne 
hither againe, cannot be good to direct in the government of 
the Church : But ſuch is the cannon law. for ic the ca- 
ges for thoſe uncleane birds; as Archb, and L. Bb. feas, arches, 
cathedral! Churches, &c. Therefore it cannot be a good rule 
for the direction of the Church, gs 

11, That which a'l the Charches have caſt off, as unfit for 
the government of the Church, cannot be good for the ſame : 
But all the Churches, that have forſaken the Pope (y ey 
that have not received the diſcipline of Chriſt wholly have 
off the cannon law: Therefore it cannot be good for the ſame. © 

12. Yea, we our ſelves miſlike it, as appeareth by a ſtatute 
made under Edw, 6. 133 1 

Therefore, if Governours are to rule by the ſame authoritie 


whereby they are governours; if the Church muſt be governed, 


by that which the Miniſters may teach; if the Word of God 
onely, make the Church obedient unto Chriſt; if every King- 
dome muſt be ruled by the lawes of their King; andifthecan- 
non law be ordained to deſtroy the Church; if it was invented 
to perſecute the Church; if it the r of darkneſſe 


and ignorance; if it kill the Church of God; if it breed moe 


traiterous 


fore it cannot be a good 
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| Tnflituted by Chrift. | 
traiterons Papiſts, than the Seminaries at Rome and Rhemes ; 
if i nouriſh the hope of Antichriſts returne: laſtly, ifall the 
Churches that have forſaken the Pope, have caſt it off alſo;yea, 
eee doe miſſike it: then muſt p needs follow, that 
hurch ought to be governed, onely by that golden rule 
of Gods Words & not by that leaden Jump of the cannon law. 


CuaP. X V. 


I He oſſice of the Church- government, is meere Eccleſiaſtieall, | 
and therefore the Governours of the Church may not med- 
dle, butonely in Church-marters ; as for example, vocation, . 
and abdication.deciding of cortroverfies,in doctrine and man- 
ners, ſo far as h to confcience; and the Church cen- 
ſures, T. C. boa I. pay.206. Diſcip. Ecele. 126. but they thinke 
that Church- governotrs, may alſo meddle in civill cauſes: 
hicegift nag. 749. and their practice, that take upon them to 
be Cauncellers of ſtate, whey, aspuniſh with impri- 
— gh is diſproved, and fo the former proved 
1 That ae way our neee — — 2 — 
not unto ruling and teaching the Church, that ſame 
is not lau ſull for ny Eecleſiaſt. perſon to doe: But Chriſt re- 
fuſed to divide the inheritance, Lak. 12. 14. onely becauſe he 
came to build a ſpiritnall kingdome, for otherwiſe he bein 
8 5 itie over all things: Therefore it ĩs not lawfulf 
for Eecleſiaſticall perſons to be Judges of civill cauſes. 
2. That which was forbidden the Apoſtles, is unlawfull for 
every Eccleſiaſtical Officer, for they were the chiefe under 
Chriſt, and had (aſter a ſort) all offices in themſelves, untill they 
could plant them in others: But ſuch dominion was forbidden 
them, as the Kings of the nations, and other civill Magiſtrates 
have, Lak za. ag. which is, to rule civilly: Therefore they may 
nat exerciſe any civill authoritie. 
3. If neceſſury duties ære to he left, rather than our duties to 
the Church ſhould net be thorowly diſcharged, then may not 
a Church Officer deale in civill juriſdiction, which is leſſe ne- 
ceſſary unto him: But the former is true, as appeareth by = : 
* words 
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words of Chriſt, to him that would have butied his facher 
Lake g. 59. 60. Therefore they may not exerciſc any civill au- 
. af ; PS | 


thoritie. | if 
4 If he that hath an office muſt attend upon it, then may he 
not meddle in another, for he cannot attend them both at orice: 
But the former js true, Rom. 12. 7. Therefore may no Church · 

officer, meddle with temporall jurĩiſdiction. x 
5 As the Souldier is in his warfare, ſo;are Church officers, 


in the ruling of Gods Church: But the Souldier entangleth not 
himſelf in the things of this life, becauſe they are ofanother 


natureto his warfare; which place Cyprian — — againſt a 
Miniſter, that became an Executor to bis friends Will There. 


fore Church-officers may not meddle with Civill- officers, be- 


cauſe they are of another nature, then his calling. 

6 Thoſe things that in themſelves are of contrarie qualitie, 
cannot concur in one ſubject: But the governments of the 
Church and common wealth be ſuch, not onely in this, that 
they are the next ſpeciall members of one generall, but alſo, in 


that the one is ſpirtaall, andehgother temporall , the one re- 


ſpe&eth the ſoul, and the other the body. Therefore they can 
not be in one man together, and conſequently, &. 
7 If che government of the Church, both in every particular 
mans office, and in the . matter of 
weight, and the ability of man, very ſmall in every good 5 
then may not a Church - officer meddle in another callin 
whereby he is made leſſe able to diſcharge his dutie: But 
former is true, as all men may ſee, that look into the Word of 
God, what is Wey. of ſuch men, and know by the ſame 
Word, the manifold infirmities and untowardn 
Therefore the latter muſt needs be true alſo. | 
8 If the Apoſtles (who were the moſt able of all others) found 


— 


themſelves unfit for two offices, which were both Eccleſiaſtical; 


then is the beſt Church · governour unfit for two, which be of 
more difference one from another, as be the government of the. 
Church and commonwealth: But the former is true, as appear- 
eth, Act. 6. 2. Therefore the latter muſt needs be true alſo. 
9 That which we juſtly reprove in the Papiſta, muſt needs (if 
we do like be found more unlawfull and intolerable:in aur 
4 N Wh ſelves: 


UMI - 18 


of man: 


x . Inftituttd by Chri . | o 


But we jultly reprove the Papiltsz for” gin their 


838 that is, the Ecclefiaſticall and civill ju- 


riſdiction: Therefore i it is more intolerable being found in any 


of us 
10 fir be lawfull for an Ecclefiaſticall perſon,to exerciſe the 
. office of the civill Magiſtrate, then (on the contrary it is lawfull 
f for the civill Magiſtrate, to exerciſe the offices of Ecclefiaſticall 


erſons, for there is as good reafon for the one, as the other: 
| t the latter is unlawful for who would like of any L. Major, 
| to ſtep into the Pulpit and preach, &c. Therefore the firſt is un- 
* ngle themſel h worldly offi 
11 may not intangle ves with wor ces, 
but attend 255 their Ecclefiaſticall affairs. : 

12 Noneof the Clarks or ſhall reccive any charge 
of thoſe which are under age, the cauſe of that. decree, is there 
faid to be, for that there were certain Miniſters , that were Ste- 

wards to Noblemen;: and — — — n that none of them 


1 ſhould receivean wy yore 
N 8 * 4 The Bb. — attend unto; prayer, reading and 


5 , = ping divers — to proves that Bb. may neither 
offered unto them) any civill office, + * 


de Sd in 
inthe t of this. 


uſur 10r take 
2 5e 6 — the offices are to 

a what ſort it is aid, that the Fathers dealt i 

p life, gud how e e rene by the Apoſtles were 

1 8 ar and extraordinaric, 

1 16 When both the offices meet in one man , the one hindreth 

1 the other, ſo that he that exerciſeth the one, cannot erg 

: . the other. 

a 76s Thereisno man ſowiſe and holy, which i6able to exer- 
ciſe th the Civill, and Eccleftaſticall power, and therefore he 
that will exerciſe the one, muſt leaye the other. 

Therefore, if Chriſt refuſed to judge in temporall cauſes, be- 

cauſe it belonged not to his office, if civill dominion was for- 

bidden the Apoſtles;if neceſſarie duties are rather to be left un- 

done, then our diligence in the matters of the Church ſhould be 
leflened z if he that hath an attend upon it; if we may 

not be mangled with any hindrance if the Civill and ale 
aſtica 
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ment, if they can do the like, B example will ferve their 
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Ae all funAions, be of contrary natures if every office in the 
Church, be more then any one can — z if the 
Apaſ les found themſelves unfit for two offices of like nature; if 
we juſtly reprove the Papiſts for their two ſwords; if a — 
ſtrate may not preach; if they may not meddle with worldly 
offices, nor be tutors to Orphans, but attend onely unto the 
miniſtery of the word, cc. I they may neither uftirpe, nortake 
(being offered) any civill office: ift 1 to 
teverall perſons, ar elſe one hindreth the other: laſtiy, if none be 
able to executa both, then muſt ĩt needs follow, that Ecclefiaſti- 
call officers may not bear civill offices: and conſe y the 
office of the Church-governiment, is meer Ecclefiaſticall. 
| Their objectiont nto be theſe, e.. f 
1 ObjeJion. It countenanceth and maiĩntaĩneth Religion, to 
have civill authoritie. 
Anſw. It is (in deed) the Papiſts reaſon for their two ſwords, 
which. M. Calvin conſuteth: Inſti: book 4, cap. II. fekt. 9. | 
2 Objection. It is good to puniſn vice by corporall punifh- 
ment, that Gods Word may be cke better obeyect. 
Anſ. It is good to preach Gods Word to men, that they may 
obey their Prince for conſcience ſake; may the Mægiſtrate ther- 
fore preach>we may not do every thing that is good, but onely 
that which ĩs to our callings. "IF | 
3 Objedt. Eli and Jamuci, were both Prĩeſis and Judges. 
eAnuſv, They wert extraortinary (for God ſeparate thoſe 
two offices in Moſes, and gave the one unto e- ſaron) and ſo was 
Eliabs killing of the falſe Prophets; and Chriſts whipping of 
the buyers and ſellers out of the temple. 
4 Object. Peter killed Ananias, therefore Bb. may have priſons. 
Arnſt was by his wordonely, and not by any civill pun 
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tui ne, if not, then muſt it be (with che former) extraordinarie. 
Cn XVI 

2 placing and dif; placing of Charch-6fficers, appertain- 

Q ech unto the Elderſbip. This is proved in the 7:chap. their 

objettiona are there anſwered for the firſt part, which is the pla- 


cing: 
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 Inflitxied by Chrift. 
cing: but the latter is to be cleared by ſore moe reaſons, 
becauſe the Bb. da diſplace the beſt Miniter attheir pleaſure, 
which is to be a molt wicked action, by theſe Loring 
Thoſe that are called unto the Minittery theLord from 
heaven, and outwardly by the means of men,ſolong as they are 
blameleſſe in doctrine aid converſation, 1.7 ins, 3.10. cannot be 
without hainous wickegneſſe againſt che manifeſt wil 
of God : But ſuch are the Minifters that che Bb. do da 
lade as they confeſſe themſelves, when (eren) in their ſerioms 
they juſtifie their doctrine, in ſaying that they differ onely in 
—_ rites; and as their greateſt enemies will ay, when they 
are asked of ſuch mens lives: Therefore they cannot be diſpla- 
ced without yo. wickedneſſe. 

2 Thoſe chat are carefull to diſcharge che dutie of Gods 
_ Miniſters, both in teaching, and going example to their 
flocks, cannot be diſplaced without er e: Such are 
theſe Miniſters, that are daiſy diſpl r 
that they preach more en 
follow not the courſe of t 


lence wi 


t grea Se ugh 

3 To: deprive God ſpiriteall' cor 

gtievone and hor papa . mch 60. 
are before mentioned, is to deprive Gods pe 

tall comfort: which if any mat will denic , 


where ſuch a one dwelleth, fnall u 
to — _—_ Minifters, is 4 hainvi 
rifle, . 1 * i 5, 3 Aal ; 4: 13 
4 Tharwkic lo e © fad 10 
fall a from oþ nt * Col 45 and horrible fir in 
ware rei 55 1 ge by 
— 8 diſplay, i ke 
man who had made good b -by che Ir , nt 
oftheiexcachers, do tall ay refore- to Uiſplate Thi 
. | a 
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56. The true wes — _ 
, +: ua ee Gol doth blefſs, cannot be diſp la- 


ating a God, and con tly great im- 
pletie: Par are theſe Miniſtecs:that the Bb. do daily diſ- 
mh ce, as all that love the Goſpel in every countrey can witnes: 
erefore to diſplace them is greatimpicty. - -- | 
6. That action which giveth the common enemy juſt cauſe 
— 4 ce, and 72 to get the victory. is a hainous and horri- 
bleo ſuch is the diſplacing of thoſe Miniſters, as ap- 
92 EO countrey, where ſuch Miniſters are diſplaced, 
N and ſuch enemies do dwell: Therefore to diſplace ſuch,iva hai- 
'$ nous and horrible offence. _ 
f | 7 That 12 87 that cauſeth the doers thereof to be eficemed 
enemies to the Goſpel, muſt needs be a hainous fin: But ſueli is 
the putting of thoſe Miniſters to ence; bye it maketh the peo- 
ple that have any Jorg: to Beligion, think that they are not of 
od in ſo * ey, he that loveth Chriſt, cannot 
croſſe the c 12. che oſpel as theſe men 2 do: therefore the 


a cong! 


oe ern cher e Gods Word, or the Laws of t land, 
is a haino : Such, is the, diſplacing of thoſe 
Miniſters, as is pro on our fide; and laft- 
ly in Toles A e todilplace ſuch Mi- 
785 1 4 f 1 l TINT, 
The Conclue refore If. y diſplaced, be cal- 
fon, led of God; if I od Miniſters, both 
indoftcine and lite ; if th of, them, be to deprive 
r their ſpir rte if it give occafion to 


oubt of the Gol e if God give Aa 
e unto their labours; if the diſplacing of them give the 


enemy 


ee chem De 
which lett at once. then the 
nl obey hun u che erin Avery pour 

be a, ha t ſuch i 
3 | a for, pro} ng of the e and all lender, | 
1 cometh into don the fame day that ſuch a Mini- 
1 22 againſt it is diſplaced , as experi- 
_ —_ Bf NL : to diſplace ach Mind- 
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222 in encommunica- 
0 tie a matter to 


to pernũt (© 

| that may be avoyded, and 
— —-—-—¼ — = one 
15. He ſheweth that it not to one man, that it 
is a wicked fact that one ſhould take the authoritie to him- 
ſalle, that & common to others; that it a a way to ty- 
taketh from the Chureh their right, and abrogateth 

the Ec icall Senate, ordained by Jeſus Chriſt. 
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P. Martyr in 
1 Cor. 5. 


The fame np- 


on the ſame 
place. 


calvin Init. 
lib 4 cap. 11. 


16. The Bifbops, when they excommunicated of theme Chap. 12. free 


ſel ves alone, did it ambitiouſly, contrary to the decrees of 


godly Cannons : See Bucer againſt G , andupon Ephel, 
4. De animi Cura, allo * — in Ea. 
17. It is plentifully forbi 


den (even) by that filthy pud- See Abfreg. 


the cannon law, and therefore it mutt needs be a hainous Pg. 165. 


ned it umto the Church; if ic have need of greateſt advice and 
| — 3 2323 to rage ma — ome 
parts 2 ine; it it was am t es; 
x to abſolve, be as well in the Elders power, — Biſhops; 
if ria durit not doe it alone; if it was the action (in Ter- 
tali auatime ) of the moſt Elders; if to be by the 
whole C | | to make the partie more aſha- 
med, if Church have intereſt in it ; if the whole 
Church at Corinth was reproved, for not doing it; if it be 
too waightic a matter for one man; if theexecuting of it by 
one, overmurneth the order appointed by Chriſt; — — 
tyranny ; waintaineth n; and laſtly, be forbi 

by the cannon law it ſelſe. Therruniſſ it needs follow, that it 
not unto one man to excommunicate, but unto 
p, and that with the conſent of the whole 


Objc&ions hereunto in defence of their one pra- 
theſe: 
L 1. Objeftion, 


the 


Their 
Rice, be 


—— eas 
1 Therefore, ifexcommunication be to be executed (by the The Conclus 
ommandement of Chriſt ) of the Church; if S. Paul enjoy - ſion. 


T he true In 

1. '\Obje ion, The righe of encomaun Dm was in 8. 
1 725 _ not in the reſt. a 
e ee He gave onely direBon in nat as All ocher 
— 4. — which he wrote of unto them, but if they had not 
throwne out the inceſtuous perſon, he had remained ſtill un · 
excommanioateth for all that which 8. Paul 2 unto 

them. inp nrt H. . 
uns Objeftion. Chet gave Peter and every: Apoltle power 
to binde and looſe in earth and in heaven, which 

ters expound by Marth. 18. 15. 

Anſner. That power was of denouncing Gods Nara 


ments, or — — his mercy in We and not of 


this action: they are expounded one by another, becauſe of 
the ratifying of them'both in heaven alike 

3. Objettion. Paul did excommunicate Hymenens and Phi. 
lets, 


Anſiner. That is, being moderator of the action, he pro- 
nounced it, not that he did it alone; The ſame anſwer, is to 
be made unto the Fathers, as Ambroſe, Kc. who are ſaid to 
excommunicate. 
The Conclu- Therefore, upon cheſe grounds of Scriptures Fathies; 
ſion of the Councels, Emperours, Lawes, Hiſtories, new Writers, and 
whole booke. clearelight of reaſon. I conclude; that a Chriſthath preſcri- 
P-'* bedumousancxaR;, and perſett platforme of governing his 
b Chap. 10. Church at all times, and in all places; which is-this,*thae 
& 11. there ought to be no Miniſters of the Word, but — — and 
c Chap. 4. teachers, which are to be called by the people, and * ordai- 
d OP: ned by the Elderſhip, areof*equall authoritic in their ſeve- 
p 1 10, rallCongregations, muſt : with all faithfull dili — —— 
P themſelves, in the Miniſtery of the Word 
g Chap. 12. ⁊ that there are to be in every Congregation — 
whoſe office is to overſee the behaviour of the people, and aſ- 
h Chap. 13. ſiſt their Paſtour, in the government of the Church; * alſo 
Deacons, who are to be im gn onely in receiving, and be- 
ſtowing the liberalitie and goods of the — to the re- 
1 Chap. 14 lieſe of the poore, and other neceſſiry uſes: Laſtly, that there 
muſt be in Congregation an Elderſtip of paſtdur, teacher (if 
they can have _ ) and — wks are in common, to ws 
- .timat 
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| that the Church be well governed, not 2 
- the profeſſion and practiſe of the ee en. but k Chaps 47. 


in —— rehending,o from the Lords !Chap.-18. 
Supper, them t walke — pong maſt] — ner] m Chap. 10 
municating them, that by no other meanes can 
So that all and every government, contrary or beſides Sn 
whether in part or in whole, ſwarveth from that 
. which Chriſt hath ſer downe in 
his Word, and therefore 
is unlawfull. 


